
City of Coatesville Redevelopment Authority 
DRAFT:  Minutes from June 20, 2011 

 

Board Members:  Chairman Joseph Disciullo, Jack Burkholder, Matt Baker, Eric Collins 
Staff Members:  Rob Barry, Stacy Bjorhus 
RDA Solicitor:  Vince Mancini 
 
RDA Chairman Joseph Disciullo called the meeting to order at 7:15PM. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Chairman Disciullo announced that the RDA Board held Executive Session meeting 

earlier in the evening discuss real estate and legal matters. 

A motion to approve the Minutes from the June 1 Special Meeting was made by Jack Burkholder 
with a second by Matt Baker. 

 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: 

 Questions were posed regarding Exit Elite’s invoice: 
o It was noted that the Board would review the Exit Elite invoices.   

 
Motion was made by Chairman Disciullo to pay current accounts payable, with the 
exception of the Exit Elite invoice.  Matt Baker was the second on the motion.   

Motion Passed 4-0 
 
 
ADDITIONS, DELETIONS and MODIFICATIONS:  
Additions to ‘New Business’: 
C) RELEASE CZOP AND T & M REPORTS TO THE PUBLIC 
D) PURCHASE TITLE INSURANCE ON THE FLEETWOOD LOTS TRANFERRED TO THE RDA BY THE CITY 
E) APPROVE ENGIINEERING AND ARCHITECT SERVICES, PER THE RFQ THAT WAS ADVERTISED  
F) DISCUSSION RE:  POLICY FOR THE PRESS TO ASK QUESTIONS 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS:   
Mr. Ron Meyers noted his objection to the RDA’s termination of the leases at 312 Fleetwood Street, and 
the tenants’ fear that they will not be able to find affordable housing, in the 90 day window, to meet the 
August 31st lease termination date. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

(A) Consider RDA Record Retention Policy:   
 
Discussion:  Matt Baker questioned the “Information Technology Records:   IT-2”, noting that 
one year retention of ‘Computer Systems Documentation’ for new hardware and software and 
program coding, was not long enough.  The section IT-2 related to retention of Computer 
System Documentation, for all manuals and program coding for a time frame to be determined, 
after migration of all records. .  He suggested that a four year time frame be noted, or review 
“Best Practice” retention time frames in web-based documents. 
 



 Motion was made by Chairman Disciullo to adopt the Retention Policy with a longer 
time frame as suggested by Mr. Baker, with a second by Eric Collins.   

Motion Passed 4-0 
 

(B)  Consider Agreement with Victory Brewery for Celebrate Coatesville Day: 
 

Matt Baker with a second by Eric Collins made a motion to accept the Agreement with Victory 
Brewery for the Celebrate Coatesville Bike Race, on July 3, 2011. 

Motion Passed 4-0 
(C) Consider releasing the CZOP and T & M inspection and engineering reports for the 312 

Fleetwood Street properties: 
 

Discussion:  Both firms are engineering firms that the City of Coatesville and the RDA have relied 
upon, for professional services. 

 
Jack Burkholder with a second by Matt Baker made a motion to release the inspection and 
engineering reports prepared by CZOP/Specter, Inc and T & M Associates.   

Motion Passed 4-0 
 
(D)  Consider acquisition of Title Insurance for the Fleetwood vacant lots that were 

transferred to the RDA by the City of Coatesville: 
 
A motion was made by Matt Baker with a second by Chairman Disciullo to accept the proposal 
by Manito Title insurance to insure the titles of the Fleetwood vacant lots with $100,000 
coverage.   

Motion Passed 4-0 
 

(E)  Approve a dedicated RDA Engineer/Architect: 
 
A motion was made by Matt Baker with a second by Chairman Disciullo to select KSK Associates 
as the dedicated RDA Engineer.  KSK Associates was one of the thirty one proposals received for 
the RDA’s RFQ advertised several months ago. 

Motion Passed 4-0 
 

(F) RDA Policy to address ‘Responding to the Press’: 
 
Discussion:  Contact by members of the press, to RDA Board, staff and volunteers should be 
limited to written questions to the Chairman or the RDA Director.  The RDA will give their 
response within forty eight (48) hours.   
 
A motion was made by Matt Baker with a second by Jack Burkholder to restrict questions by the 
press, to be written and directed to the Chairman or the Director, with response to be returned 
to the press agent no later than forty eight hours after receipt of the question(s). 

Motion Passed 4-0 
 

Citizen Comments: 
 
Mr. Paul Givler:   



Mr. Givler and Mr. John Pawlowski have review contents of the six (6) RDA boxes from the 
previous RDA solicitor’s office.  They have inventories the contents, and are in the process of 
reviewing their “Inventory Draft” to be remitted to the RDA Board.  They noted that there 
weren’t may surprises of the contents of the boxes, but they were surprised by what ‘wasn’t’ in 
the boxes. 
Mr. Vince Mancini noted that he had three (3) more boxes in his possession that may contain 
the items that Mr. Givler and Mr. Pawlowski had expected to find in their inventory.  Mr. 
Mancini noted that he would leave these boxes at City Hall for Mr. Givler and Mr. Pawlowski’s 
inventory purposes. 
 
Mr. Joseph Hamrick:   
Mr. Hamrick suggested that the RDA Board or staff should walk the race course to confirm that 
the course is free from debris on the roadway, and litter in the general area.   

Discussion:  The track is a one mile loop around the City.  Races will be in ‘Consortium’ 
format of thirty (30) laps, which is less than five kilometers. 

 
Mr. Hamrick also encouraged the RDA to meet with City Council to discuss an overall 
comprehensive “Blighted Properties Plan”.   

Discussion:  RDA Chairman Disciullo and Mr. Joseph Hamrick (City Council Member) spoke 
of getting Blighted Property issues in front of the Vacant Property Commission, and setting a 
time frame for getting the Vacant Property Commission together in the near future. 

 
Mr. Ron Meyers: 

 Mr. Meyers questioned Chairman Disciullo how the RDA was going to help the tenants 
move.   

 Mr. Meyers noted the short time frame of ninety (90) days was not enough time to find 
affordable housing in the City of Coatesville.  

 He noted that his current rent was difficult to meet, and the higher rents noted for 
properties that he has looked at will not be economically feasible for him.   

 Mr. Meyer’s noted the Agreement that was given to him at the time that the RDA 
purchased 312 Fleetwood Street.   

o The Agreement that Mr. Meyer’s forwarded to the RDA in the recent past was 
sent by RDA Project Manager James Fanciscus:  Guideform General information 
Notice and a ‘Resident Handbook’ drafted by the RDA. 

 
Discussion:  Mr. Vince Mancini addressed the tenants who were in attendance at the RDA 
meeting (6/20/11).   

 He reminded the tenants that the leases had been terminated due to safety issues that 
the RDA was not able to remediate, due to lack of funds.  The determination of the 
building’s unsafe condition was based on the engineering reports from CZOP/ Specter 
Inc and T & M Associates.   

 Mr. Mancini noted that the leases were terminated due to structural engineering 
reports that cited the building as unsafe. 

 

 Mr. Meyers rebutted:  We need financial help.  You’re putting us out on the street, and 
requested again, that the RDA help the tenants with financial support for the move. 

 



 

 Mr. Mancini restated the problem that the structural deficiencies prevented the tenants 
from remaining in the building.  He also noted that the project that was being developed 
(by the RDA by James Franscicus, Project Manager in September 2005), failed to develop 
in the time frame anticipated.  In the subsequent periods the building has been deemed, 
by inspection by engineering firms, unsafe, thereby requiring that the RDA terminate 
the leases in the building. 

 

 Mr Meyers again rebutted that the RDA’s recent expenditures in the range of  thirty 
thousand dollars ($30,000) to make repairs and purchase a fire alarms was a large sum 
of money.  He questioned why the RDA Board spent a significant amount of money on a 
building that now, somehow, is unsafe.  

 

 Chairman Disciullo responded to Mr. Meyers.  Chairman Disciullo explained that the City 
Codes Dept and the Fire Dept had both inspected the buildings and they were going to 
lock the doors, immediately, and not permit the tenants to remain in the building for 
even one more day.  The money spent by the RDA was to satisfy the City’s Codes and 
Fire Departments, and prevent the City from locking the doors to the building, at that 
point in time.  The RDA was required to bring the building to Code, and thereby enable 
the tenants to remain in their apartments.  Those expenditures were not related to the 
engineering reports, which cited structural issues.  The RDA has been assessing the 
feasibility of addressing the cost elements that are required to remediate the structural 
deficiencies noted in the engineering reports. 

 
The next Executive Session will be on Wednesday, July 6, 2001.  Chairman Disciullo noted that 312 
Fleetwood Street lease termination, and tenant requests, would be addressed at this Executive Session. 
 
The next public meeting will be on July 18, 2011, in Council Chambers. 
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Matt Baker, with a second by Eric Collins. 

Motion Passed 4-0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15PM 
 
Respectfully submitted by Board Chairman Joseph Disciullo  


