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MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 12, 2014 

  

                                  

Call to Order   

President Hamrick called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Council members present were President Hamrick, Vice President David Collins, Mssr, Edward Simpson 

and Ms. Marie Hess, Mrs. C. Arvilla Hunt, Mrs. Ingrid W. Jones, and Mrs. Linda Lavender-Norris.  Staff 

members present included City Manager Kirby Hudson, City Solicitor John Carnes, Finance Director 

John Marcarelli, Director of Planning and Codes Enforcement Damalier Molina, Public Works Director 

Donald Wilkinson, Police Chief John Laufer, and recording secretary Ruthann Mowday. 

 

President Hamrick announced an Executive Session was held earlier this evening, May 12, 2014 to 

discuss personnel and legal matters                               

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Mrs. Lavender-Norris made a motion to approve the April 28, 2014 meeting minutes; Mrs. Hunt 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Accounts Payable  

Mrs. Hunt made a motion to approve the accounts payables; Mrs. Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Vice President Collins made a motion to add action item 5) Coatesville Community Unity Explosion 

budget; 6) Approve invoices from Development Seminar; Mrs. Hunt seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed 7-0. 

 

Presentations 

 

1. Update on Riverwalk – John Pawlowski  

Mr. Pawlowski updated Council on the status of the Gazebos ti be installed among the 

Brandywine Creek Riverwalk.  He explained he has received five quotes for the gazebos.  He has 

received verbal commitment for two of the three gazebos.  One from the Ministers Alliance and 

the other from Senator Dinniman.  In order for the gazebos to be placed, a pad needs to be 

underneath. He explained that he talked with Mr. Mensah from the Department of Environmental 

Protection concerning a set of steps that would be extremely useful at Coatesville's Riverwalk 

with the revitalization of the Riverwalk and consequently Coatesville's downtown area. Mr. 

Mensah explained a procedure that we must follow to acquire the green light from the DEP.  Mr. 

Pawlowski stated that he was unaware the Redevelopment Authority was the owner of the 

property.  President Hamrick stated the steps will be later in the process.   President Hamrick 

suggested a presentation to the Redevelopment Authority for approval of the Gazebos.  Council 

gave Mr. Pawlowski their blessing for the project.   

 

2. Transportation and Community Development Initiative Grant – Bob Grabus 

Mr. Grabus explained the TCDI is a grant program of the Delaware Valley Regional Planning 

Commission (DVRPC) that supports local development and redevelopment.  TCDI strives to 

create more vital and livable neighborhoods in the region’s core cities and disadvantaged 

communities by: supporting local planning projects that will lead to more residential, 
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employment, or retail opportunities; Improving the overall character and quality of life within 

these communities to retain and attract businesses and residents; Enhancing and utilizing the 

existing transportation network infrastructure capacity in these areas to reduce the demands on 

the region’s transportation network; and Reduce congestion and improve the efficiency of the 

region’s transportation network.   

 

3. Keiron Marks – Q Consularis LLC 

Ms. Marks explained her key highlights and benefits.  They are promote protect and preserve the 

intricate qualities in Coatesville; Stackable and Braided funding can still be pursued; Discover 

and Visitors Center; CMP is required in order to receive federal funding; FHWA impact studies 

related to scenic byway designation; Billboards restrictions and Economic development.  She 

provided Council with a proposal at the last meeting and asked for a decision on the proposal.  

Council explained that a decision cannot be made without further discussion within Council at a 

public meeting.   

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only (3 Minutes) 

Bob Grabus 

Mr. Grabus stated Mr. Pawlowski is a amazing man and an asset to the community.  Mr. Grabus stated 

that he is here for any questions regarding the grant.  Her explained Cal Township is applying for the 

grant also.   

 

Ed Ward – Eagle Disposal 

Mr. Ward announced he is from Eagle Disposal and is here for any questions regarding the Solid Waste 

contract.   

 

Bill Diehm – Eagle Disposal 

Mr. Diehm announced he is from Eagle Disposal and is here for any questions regarding the Solid Waste 

contract.     

 

Joe Leofsky – Homeowner 

Mr. Leofsky question the budget amendment discussions.  President Hamrick stated that Mr. Simpson 

asked for the item to be placed on the agenda to discuss the current financial position.   

 

Paul Evans - Homeowner 

Mr. Evans passed on his comment time.   

 

Mrs. Lavender-Norris made a motion to close citizens’ hearings on regular action items only; Mrs. Hunt 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items Only (3 Minutes) 

Tom Audette – Resident 

Mr. Audette asked for a parade for Kindergarten through 12th grade children who have won any awards.  

At the end of the parade, student will revive awards for their achievements.  It will make all kids feel like 

winners.  This will be the 1st Annual Coatesville Pride Parade. 

 

Joe Leofsky – Homeowner 

Mr. Leofsk voiced his concerns regarding codes issues.   

 

Shakia Dutton – Resident 

Ms. Dutton voiced her concerns regarding a family member and the Police Department.   
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James Clark – Resident 

Mr. Clark voiced his concerns regarding an incident with the Police Department.   

 

Paul Evans – Homeowner 

Mr. Evans voiced his concerns regarding the 2012 and 2013 expenses for the Codes Department 

contracted services.  He discussed changes to the Ordinance for the expenses to delete the word neutral.   

 

Talibah Bakhit 

Ms. Bakhit announced a leadership meeting at the Second Baptist Church on May 17, 2014 from 9am to 

11am at the Second Baptist Church on Merchant Street.   

 

Ms. Hess made a motion to close citizens’ hearings on non-agenda items only; Mrs. Lavender-Norris 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Regular Action Items 

 

1. Receive and consider Resolution supporting and authorizing Coatesville Area Partners for 

Progress (“CAPP”) to act on the City’s behalf and file for funding from the State for a Main 

Street Manager with all direct costs for the said Main Street Manager being paid for by CAPP for 

the five year period of engagement and subject to CAPP’s direction.  

Mr. Carnes explained CAPP will pay the salary, benefits for five years.  It will be no cost to the 

City.  The Main Street Manager will work with the City, but not for the City.   

 

Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the Resolution supporting and authorizing Coatesville 

Area Partners for Progress (“CAPP”) to act on the City’s behalf and file for funding from the 

State for a Main Street Manager with all direct costs for the said Main Street Manager being paid 

for by CAPP for the five year period of engagement and subject to CAPP’s direction; Ms. Hess 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-1. Mrs. Jones was the dissenting vote.  

  

2. Receive and consider 2015 Transportation and Community Development Initiative (TCDI) 

Funding  

Mr. Hudson explained the cost for the grant writing from CCEDC will be $4,000 to $6,000.   

 

Vice President Collins made a motion to approve the 2015 Transportation and Community 

Development Initiative (TCDI) Funding with the Chester County Economic Development 

Council as the grant writer; Mrs. Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

3. Receive and consider Solid Waste Contract 

Mr. Hudson explained the fee for the resident will continue to be $295.00 per unit.  The resident 

will receive a 96 gallon tote and the address of the delivery will be documented for billing 

purposes.  The new contract will have bulk pickup once a month instead of weekly.  The totes 

will stop the complaints regarding uncollected trash on the streets.  If a resident places bags out, 

the trash will not be picked up forcing them to contact the City for the tote.  The residents address 

will then be documented and billed for their trash pick-up. Mr. Marcarelli explained half of the 

residents did not pay for their trash collection.  The cost in lost revenue is an estimated $300,000 

for last year.  Mr. Hudson announced the City was approved for the recycling grant.  This will 

provide 96 gallon recycling totes for each resident at no additional cost.  Mr. Simpson asked for 

viable plan for resolving the billing list.  The City needs to work off of one list.  Ms. Hess and 
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Mrs. Lavender-Norris voiced their concerns regarding the quality of Eagle’s current service.  

Council agreed that more specific information on the billing and service before a decision can be 

made.  Council agreed to have a special meeting on May 19, 2014 at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the Solid Waste Contract; Vice President Collins 

seconded the motion.  Motion failed 2-5.  Vice President Collins, Ms. Hess, Mrs. Lavender-

Norris, Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Hunt were the dissenting votes.   

 

4. Receive and consider Management service contract between the City of Coatesville and the 

YMCA of Brandywine Valley for a quality aquatics program. 

Ms. Hess made a motion to approve the Management service agreement contract between the 

City of Coatesville and the YMCA of Brandywine Valley for a quality aquatics program; Mrs. 

Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

   

5. Receive and consider Coatesville Community Unity Explosion budget 

Mrs. Hunt stated the committee does not believe they will use the full $30,000 for the event, but 

said they wanted a ceiling for the expenses.  Mrs. Hunt explained the goal is to get sponsors for 

the event.   

 

Mrs. Hunt made a motion to approve a budget of $30,000 for the Coatesville Community Unity 

Explosion Event on July 5, 2014; Mrs. Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-

0. 

 

6. Receive and consider two bills to be paid by Vice President Collins as a result of the Seminar 

Mrs. Hunt made a motion to approve payment of two bills submitted by Vice President Collins 

from the Seminar; Mrs. Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Solicitors Report 

Mr. Carnes explained he has worked on various matter involving litigation and assisted the City in it 

interpretation of codes, rules and regulations.   

 

City Manager’s Report 

Mr. Hudson announced the City received the grant for the recycling totes.   

 

Discussion Item 

 

1. WCCCOG – Verizon Franchise 

President Hamrick WCCOG has received proposals for Verizon franchise fee audit services and 

proposal to perform services regarding wireless facilities management.   The fee for the franchise 

agreement is $5,000 per review from Cohen Law Group.  The fee for the wireless facilities 

management is $5,500 per municipality from Cohen Law Group and Unruh, Turner, Burke and 

Frees.   

  

2. Parks and Recreation Budget 

Ms. Hess stated when she was on Parks and Recreation Commission, she received grant funds 

from Brandywine Health. There a no funds at this time for the Commission.  She asked for a 

budget of $1,000 per year for four year.  She announced events held by the commission in prior 

years such as; Easter Egg Hunt, Kite Day, Halloween Parade, etc.. This would equate to $100.00 

per event for 10 events per year.  President Collins asked for the item to be placed on the agenda 

for action at the next meeting.   
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3. Prayer prior to Public Meetings 

Vice President Collins announced the Supreme Court approved prayer before Public Meetings.  

Council decided to reinstitute prayer at the start of their meetings.  The City had stopped prayer 

prior to the meetings years ago. Anyone is welcome to participate.   

 

4. Budget Amendments 

President Hamrick explained that Mr. Simpson asked for this item to be placed on the agenda.  

Mr. Simpson stated due to the time, he asked for the item to be placed on the next agenda.   

 

Special Events 

There were no special events at this time.   

 

Council Comments 

Ms. Hess thanked the Police Department for their care and concern regarding a child that was hit by a car.  

The person driving the vehicle would like to thank all personnel for the help.  Ms. Hess asked for a 

replacement sign at 3rd Avenue and Rosemont. 

 

Mrs. Lavender-Norris thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  She asked why the streets are not 

being swept.  Mr. Wilkinson explained the street sweeper has been down for a week.   

 

Vice President Collins stated the seminar was an interesting event.  There were about 60 people in 

attendance.  About 20 businesses were there to help out.  He thanked Mr. Leofsky for his help at the 

seminar.   

 

President Hamrick thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He explained this is the first time for the 

seminars, they will continue to grow in attendance over the year to come.  He thanked Vice President 

Collins for getting the groundwork started.   

 

Mrs. Hunt thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

 

Mr. Simpson thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

 

Mrs. Jones wished everyone a past Happy Mother’s Day.  She announced her granddaughter received a 

full scholarship to LaSalle University.  She quoted “Violation of law is a violation of trust” and “Keep 

doing what you're doing, keep getting what you're getting.” 

 

Adjournment 

Mrs. Hunt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 pm; Mr. Simpson seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Kirby Hudson 

City Manager 


