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MINUTES  

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 28, 2014 

  

                                  

Call to Order   

President Hamrick called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Council members present were President Hamrick, Vice President David Collins, Mssr, Edward Simpson 

and Ms. Marie Hess, Mrs. C. Arvilla Hunt, Mrs. Ingrid W. Jones, and Mrs. Linda Lavender-Norris.  Staff 

members present included City Manager Kirby Hudson, City Solicitor John Carnes, Public Works 

Director Donald Wilkinson, Police Chief John Laufer, and recording secretary Ruthann Mowday. 

 

President Hamrick announced an Executive Session was held earlier this evening, April 28, 2014 to 

discuss personnel and legal matters                               

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Vice President Collins made a motion to approve the April 14, 2014 meeting minutes; Mr. Simpson 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Approval of Accounts Payable  

Ms. Hess questioned the voided checks, Krapft Coaches payment and Help-Now payment.  

 

Mrs. Lavender-Norris made a motion to approve accounts payables; Mr. Simpson seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Vice President Collins made a motion to remove discussion item 2) Budget amendments and add item 2) 

Community Unity Explosion Committee; Mrs. Hunt seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Presentations 

There were no presentations at this time.   

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only (3 Minutes) 

David DeSimone – Homeowner 

Mr. DeSimone voiced his concerns on putting items on the agenda prior to discussions are completed. He 

stated “we have made some good strides and are going in the right direction, let’s get it right so we don’t 

have to go back and make amendments.” The discussions need to be completed before the Ordinances are 

approved.   

 

Paul Evans – Homeowner 

Mr. Evans addressed the second reading of the Ordinance for the license fees.  He provided the budgeted 

amounts for 2012 ($89,000) and 2013 ($273,804).  He asked how the Ordinance make claim that 

revenues are revenue neutral, it we do not understand the numbers.  He explained the City is not supposed 

to make a profit.  Mr. Carnes explained the meaning and how the Ordinance was written.   

 

Mrs. Lavender Norris made a motion to close citizens’ hearings on regular action items only; Mrs. Hunt 

seconded the motion. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items Only (3 Minutes) 
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Paul Dodson – Homeowner 

Mr. Dodson stated that he is appalled that he cannot be on the Solid Waste Committee because he does 

not live in the City.  He asked about the status of the trash hauler information and the totes. Mr. Hudson 

announced that they will be discussing the trash at the next meeting.   

 

David DeSimone – Homeowner 

Mr. DeSimone suggested opting out of the $100.00 private hauler fee.   

 

Frances Sanchez – Resident 

Ms. Sanchez explained last time she wash here for the good of the City.  She was here this evening to 

voice her concerns on an incident with the Police Department regarding her son.   

 

Keiron Marks –  

Ms. Mark announced she was from Q. Consularis, LLC.  She proposed to introduce and sponsor a project 

in the City.  Council asked Ms. Marks to come back to a meeting as a presentation in which she will have 

more time to speak.  Ms. Marks provided Council a copy of her proposal.   

 

Paul Evans – Homeowner 

Mr. Evans stated we need a stable environment.  He put one set of steps for two properties and was 

charged two sets of permits. He questioned the fees.   

 

Bryan Clark - Resident 

Mr. Clark voiced his concerns on trying to get his address changed in the Codes Department.  He 

complained several times about a tree in the back of his property.  He is afraid it will fall.  He inquired 

about the RFP’s for the solicitor. President Hamrick stated Council agreed to continue with Mr. Carnes 

services.   

 

Mrs. Lavender-Norris made a motion to close citizens’ hearings on non-agenda items only; Ms. Hess 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Regular Action Items 

 

1. Receive and consider Second Reading and Adoption an Ordinance amending Chapter 108 fee of 

the Code of the City of Coatesville, Chester County, Pennsylvania by establishing or modifying 

certain rental and related fees 

Council agreed to have a public workshop on May 13, 2014 with the Housing Association to 

discuss the fees.   

 

Vice President Collins made a motion to approve Second Reading and Adoption an Ordinance 

amending Chapter 108 fees of the Code of the City of Coatesville, Chester County, Pennsylvania 

by establishing or modifying certain rental and related fees; there was no Second.   

 

2. Receive and consider Consulting Services Agreement from Chester County Economic 

Development Council (CCEDC).  

Mrs. Jones asked what it would cost the City.  Mr. Hudson explained there is no fee unless 

CCEDC moves forward with applying for the grant.   CCEDC will review if grant will help the 

City.   
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Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve a Consulting Services Agreement from Chester County 

Economic Development Council; Mrs. Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-

0. 

 

3. Receive and consider receipt of RFP for the 2014 Fireworks 

Mr. Hudson announced the City received four proposals with the cost of $16,000.   

 

Mrs. Hunt made a motion to accept the Request for proposals for the 2014 Fireworks; Ms. Hess 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

  

4. Receive and consider appointment of firm for the 2014 Fireworks 

Mrs. Hunt made a motion to approve East Coast Pyrotechnics, Inc. for the 2014 Fireworks 

Program for the fee of $16,000; Mrs. Lavender-Norris seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Solicitors Report 

Mr. Carnes explained he has worked on various matters involving litigation and assisted the City in its 

interpretation of codes, rules and regulations.   

 

City Manager’s Report 

Mr. Hudson announced the Trauma impact on education workshop.  The workshop provides an 

introduction to current research and theory on trauma and loss in children and young adults. Participants 

will be exposed to the relationship between trauma symptoms and school function.  He announced Across 

America for Wounded Heroes.   

 

Discussion Item 

 

1. Departmental Committees 

Ms. Hess explained during Mr. Comitta’s presentation at the last meeting he proposed Council 

committees.  Ms. Hess suggested a Liaison for each of the committees.  Mrs.  Hunt explained 

Vice President Collins tried to implement this last year.  Ms. Hess stated that three Council can be 

part of a committee to refrain from a quorum.   

  

2. Coatesville Community Unity Explosion Committee 

Mrs. Hunt explained the Mrs. Hunt, Ms. Hess and Mrs. Lavender-Norris formed the Coatesville 

Community Unity Explosion Committee after the Rotary Club decided to push their event 

(Celebrate Coatesville) to a later date.  A professional event planner, Dee Hunt, has donated her 

time to help plan the event.  The event will begin at 9 am in Ash Park with basketball, soccer, 

kickball and then move to the Riverwalk and Gateway around 1 pm in the afternoon. The idea is 

to have all the business on Main Street have sidewalk sales.  There will be charges to have a 

booth in the parks but no vendor permits are required.      

 

Special Events 

There were no special events at this time.   

 

Council Comments 

Mrs. Lavender-Norris appointed herself to the Public Works Committee.  She explained there has been 

trash at 3rd Avenue at the underpass since Saturday.  No-one has picked it up.  She thanked everyone for 

coming and wished them a good night.   
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Ms. Hess thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  She has had several complaints from the residents 

of the 2nd ward about their trash not being picked up.  The company needs to step up.  She wished 

everyone a good night.   

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  She quoted “Kindness is a language which deaf 

can hear and the blind can see.” 

 

Mr. Simpson thanked everyone for attending the meeting.   

 

Mrs. Hunt thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  She is looking forward to working towards the 

betterment of the City.     

 

Vice President Collins announced the Coatesville Development Seminar on May 3, 2014 at Lincoln 

University.  The press releases have been sent out.   

 

President Hamrick thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He announced the WCCCOG meeting 

was held last week.  They are discussing an audit on the Verizon Franchise fees.  The meet and greet has 

been rescheduled for May 16, 2014 at Freedom Village.    

 

Adjournment 

Mrs. Jones made a motion to adjourn at 9:25 pm; Mr. Collins seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Kirby Hudson 

City Manager 


