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MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday June 28, 2010 

  

 

Regular Session 

Council Vice President Karl Marking called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and welcomed 

everyone to the meeting.  Council members present were Council Vice President Karl Marking, 

Messrs., Jarrell Brazzle, Joseph Hamrick, Ingrid W. Jones and Karen Jorgenson.  Staff members 

present included City Solicitor John Carnes, Interim City Manager, Ted Reed, Assistant City 

Manager Kirby Hudson, Director of Urban Planning and Codes Enforcement Damalier Molina, 

Director of Public Works Donald Wilkinson, Director of Finance Stacy Bjorhus, Police Chief Julius 

Canale, Fire Chief Kevin Johnson and recording secretary Ruthann Mowday.   

 

Mr. Marking announced that Council met in Executive Session earlier on June 28, 2010 at 5:30 pm 

for the purpose of discussing Personnel and Legal. 
 

Mr. Marking announced Mr. Simpson and Mr. Eggleston would not be in attendance. 

 

Approval of Minutes: June 3, 2010 and June 14, 2010 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the minutes for June 3, 2010 and June 14, 2010: Mrs. Jones 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Accounts Payable  

Mrs. Jorgenson made a motion to approve accounts payable listing dated June 25, 2010; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Mr. Marking inquired about the refund insurance.  Ms. Bjorhus explained the checks were refunds for the 

retirees.  Mr. Marking inquired about a voided check to domestic violence.  Ms. Bjorhus explained the 

check was a duplicate payment.  Mr. Marking asked questions regarding La Communidad.  Ms. Bjorhus 

explained they are interpreters paid for by the Weed and Seed for specific services.  Mr. Marking asked 

about the payments to John Good.  Mr. Molina explained John Good is an attorney for the Zoning 

Hearing Board.  Mr. Marking asked about the payment to IDC.  Ms. Bjorhus stated the payment is for 

4gov (finance) and Mygov (codes).    

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to add Regular Action Item #3; Consider $50,000 anticipated legal fees for 

Phase II regarding the Pennsylvania American Water rate increase; Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add Items of Discussion #10; discuss possible new servers for the City; 

Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Presentations 

1. Chip Huston, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity, will make a presentation on plans for 

Cambria Terrace which Habitat recently purchased.   

Mr. Huston explained Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, Faith Based service organization.  

Habitat works on volunteer labor and donated items to keep costs down.  Habitat mortgages 

ensure affordable monthly payments.  The mortgage payments help Habitat build more houses in 
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the community.  Habitat has constructed 85 homes in the Coatesville area within 20 years.  The 

annual family incomes to meet Habitat’s guidelines are a minimum of $23,000 and a maximum of 

$62,000.  The homes on Cambria average $190,000 per home in sales value.  Habitat breaks that 

down in three segments. The 1st Mortgage- it costs $90,000 to build the home.  This is the 

amount to be repaid to Habitat.  The 2
nd

 Mortgage is the difference between your 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

mortgages forgiven after 15 years without repayment.  The 3
rd

 Mortgage is a $25,000 and will be 

a permanent lien to be paid only at the sale of the home.  Habitat works to keep your payment at 

or below 30% of the gross pay.  A Habitat home in Coatesville for mortgage, taxes and 

insurances will be approximately $750 per month for a 25 year mortgage.  All Habitat houses are 

appraised and recorded at market value.  The current blended tax rate at 40 mils will mean that a 

homeowner will pay about $4,000 in real estate taxes annually.  The homeowner will also pay 

City Wage tax on earnings.  The constructions plans for Cambria Terrace are six homes to be 

built in 2010-2011.  The buildings are permitted according to code.   

 

Mr. Marking asked what happens if a person defaults on the loan.  Mr. Huston replied 

foreclosure.  Habitat will start the clock over with a new family.   Mr. Marking asked the 

completion date for Cambria Terrace.  Mr. Huston replied six years.  The development will begin 

in September.  Mr. Hamrick stated it looks as if there is a runoff problem.  Mr. Huston stated 

there is a swell and external drain.   

 

 Mr. Hamrick made a motion to add the Financial Report to the agenda; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Financial Report 

Ms. Bjorhus explained the revenues year to date are $3,509,581 and the expenditures year to date 

are $3,263,151.  The Real Estate taxes are at the 83% collection rate.  The total EIT is at a 34% 

collection rate to the 2010 budget.  The employee health benefit and workers comp insurance are 

driving the expenditure deficit.  Mr. Marking asked if the Fire overtime is a scheduling problem.  

Mr. Reed explained the shifts for the Fire Department. Mr. Marking questioned the inspection 

and permit fees.  Ms. Bjorhus explained the systems 4gov and Mygov do not interact with one 

another. The Codes reports are showing higher revenue in building permits only than under 

building permits only in the Finance Department.  Council asked to identify and resolve the issue 

preventing Mygov and 4Gov preventing an accurate report of the Codes revenue in the reports.    

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the draft May Financial Report; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Marking explained the citizens’ hearings for regular action items only are now before the Special 

Events.  

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only  

Patsy Ray - Resident 

Ms. Ray asked stated that it is a long time for a street to be blocked off as show in Special Event #2 and 

#4.  The curfew is 10:00 pm.  The people can have the party on their own property or in a City Park 

without blocking off the street. Ms. Ray asked if there is enough money in the budget for a new person in 

Public Works.  Mr. Brazzle replied yes.  Ms. Ray explained the donation for the Library should be $1 per 

person in the City.  The usual donation is $11,000 and there are more than 11,000 people in the City.  Mr. 

Reed explained the City of Coatesville is the only one in the Region paying close to the $1 per person.   

 

Kellie Ford – Resident 
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Ms. Ford explained she had a graduation party and the Police were there several times.  She asked why a 

person can get a special event approved and then the Police are not called to their event.  Mr. Brazzle 

explained the Police were called out twice and stated the music was too loud.  Chief Canale stated the 

Noise Ordinance states the noise is measured by decibels.  Mr. Brazzle asked the Chief to look into a 

decibel meter. Chief Canale stated he would look into the meter by the next meeting.  Ms. Ford the safety 

is to get the guns off the street.   

 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to close citizens hearing on regular action items; Mr. Hamrick seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Special Events 

 

1. A Special Event Permit application was received from City of Coatesville/Philadelphia 76’ers for 

a “76ers Summer Hoops Tour” at Ash Park Basketball Courts on July 19, 2010 from 10:00 am to 

2:00 pm.  It is anticipated a few hundred people will be in attendance.   

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to approve the special event application from the City of 

Coatesville/Philadelphia 76’ers for a “76’ers Summer Hoops Tour” at Ash Park Basketball Courts 

on July 19, 2010 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 

5-0. 

 

2. A Special Event Permit application was received from Chester Avenue residents for a “Block 

Party” on July 10, 2010 from 2:00 pm to 11:00 pm.  The request is for the street to be closed 

between Olive Street and Walnut Street.  It is anticipated 70 people will be in attendance.   

Mr. Hamrick suggested the event end at 6:00 pm.  Mr. Hamrick inquired about the curfew.  Mrs. 

Jorgenson questioned the timeline.   Chief Canale stated curfew is until 9:00pm for 12 and under 

and 10:00 pm for 13 and older.  Chief Johnson stated he has a hard time closing the streets for 

nine hours.  This is a safety hazard to have the streets closed for that length of time.  Mr. Marking 

asked if there was a written policy on the time limit for closing the streets.  Mrs. Jorgenson stated 

she never heard of not closing the street for that length of time.  This has not been done 

previously.  Mr. Marking asked about the closing of the streets and noise in a residential 

neighborhood.  Chief Canale explained it cannot disturb the neighbors.  Mr. Brazzle suggested 

applicants to attend meetings.   

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve special event application from Chester Avenue resident 

for a “Block Party” on July 10, 2010 from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  The street will be closed between 

Olive Street and Walnut Street; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

3. A Special Event Permit application was received from Operation Barnabas for and event for 

children and families at Ash Park on July 5, 2010 from 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm.  It is anticipated 100-

200 people will be in attendance.   

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to approve special event application from Operation Barnabas for an 

event for children and families at Ash Park on July 5, 2010 from 1:00 to 4:30 pm; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

4. A Special Event Permit application was received from Cathy Reyes for a Graduation Party at 119 

South 11
th
 Avenue on July 17, 2010 from 1:00 pm 11:00 pm.  The request is for the street closed 

at the alley way from 11
th
 and Oak Street.  

Mrs. Jorgenson explained in prior years, Mr. Simpson stated that private parties should be held at 

Parks, Halls or on private property.  The City should not set precedence and close the streets for a 

private party.  Mr. Brazzle asked for staff to get the facts regarding the event.  Mrs. Jorgenson 
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asked for the applicant to reapply for the next meeting.  Chief Johnson explained the event was 

disapproved by his office for the timeframe of the closing of the street.  Council asked for the 

time to be changed on the event application.   

 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to approve special event application from Cathy Reyes for a 

graduation party at 119 South 11
th
 Avenue on July 17, 2010 from 1:00 pm to 11:00 pm.  The 

request was to close at the alley from 11
th
 and Oak Street; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  

Motion failed 2-3-0.  Mr. Marking, Mr. Hamrick and Mrs. Jorgenson were the dissenting votes.   

 

Items for Discussion 

1. Vice President Marking to discuss Flag Project  

Mr. Marking read that during the last meeting Council Vice president made a presentation to the 

Council and the public pertaining to ideas to create community pride and possible fund raising 

initiatives to assist in community endeavors to create a more positive community.  One of the 

ideas presented was the creation of a revised City Flag and Mr. Marking presented several color 

sheets of various renditions.   

 

Mr. Marking proposed a 3x5 pole style flag.  The proceeds from the sale of the flags would go 

towards beautification projects in the City.  The cost of the 150 flags would be $1,185.00.  If the 

City sold the flags for $20-$25, the City would gross $2,500 for beautification projects. Mrs. 

Jorgenson asked if there was money in Councils budget.  Ms. Bjorhus explained money is in the 

budget for Fireworks and Christmas Parade.  Mr. Marking stated the money from last year was 

paid to the Christmas Parade.  The Parade last year was cancelled and the monies will be applied 

for this year.  Mr. Carnes explained the code pertaining to the flag.  It is unlawful to imprint it 

cause to be placed on or attached to any such flag any advertisement or insignia of a commercial 

nature, or to use the same for business or commercial purposes.  Mr. Carnes voiced his concerns 

on the legality of changing the logo.  Mr. Marking explained the log will not be changed.  Mr. 

Marking explained the sale of the flags is a fund raising event.  It is not changing the Flag. Karl 

stated it could be trademarked as a souvenir.  Mr. Carnes stated there is a trademark issue.  Mr. 

Marking asked for the item to be placed on the next agenda.  Council asked Mr. Carnes to review 

any issues relevant to the City Logo in terms of protecting it from being misused.    

   

2. Discuss “Fee in Lieu of” paid by Walgreens 

Mr. Marking explained during the last meeting the Council briefly discussed Walgreens “Fee in 

Lieu of” which will be compensation in place of recreational facilities. Vice President Marking 

requested this item to be placed on the discussion agenda for Council to discuss possible uses of 

the funds which, by agreement, will amount to $10,000 upon issuance of the building permit.   

  

Mr. Marking asked where the money is placed in the budget and how it is structured for spending.  

Can the money be used in the park next to Walgreens?  Abdala Park is in need of equipment and 

improvements.  Mrs. Jorgenson stated the money is earmarked for Recreation Programs or 

improvements.  Mr. Marking asked how fees have been used.  Council asked for the use of “Fee 

in lieu of” from Walgreens to build and improve Abdala Park to be placed on the next agenda 

under items of discussion.    

 

3. Discuss Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees Applications received to date 

Mr. Marking explained the City has advertised for citizens’ applications for appointment to 

various authorities, boards, commissions, committees on which have a number of vacancies.  To 

date we have received fourteen applications, two of which are current members requesting 
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reappointment to expired positions which they still hold until appointments are named.  A list of 

the citizens and positions requested is attached for discussion.   

 

Mr. Hudson announced the City held an Open House for members to volunteer for the 

Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees in the past.  Mr. Marking stated the City 

advertised and applications have been available for over 30 days.  Council suggested adding 

appointments of members to the Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees to the agenda 

as a regular action item. 

 

4. Discuss sale of used vehicles and bids received for purchase 

Mr. Marking explained the City has received bids for various City equipment which have been 

determined not to be necessary any longer for City service.  The equipment, names of bidders and 

the bids are provided hereafter for Councils discussion and consideration.   

 

Mr. Hamrick asked if the vehicles have been put out to bid. Mr. Brazzle explained the bid process 

has completed.  Mr. Reed explained staff held discussions on the low bids.  The bids were 

extremely low on the Fire vehicles.   Mr. Marking asked if research has been done on the value of 

the vehicles. Chief Johnson stated the ladder truck bid was low.  The vehicle is a classic.  Mr. 

Wilkinson explained some of the vehicles were given to the City in the sale of the CCA.  The 

vehicles are not inspected.  Council asked for the item to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda 

as a regular action items with recommendations from staff.   

 

5. Discuss proceeding with bidding for street light maintenance 

Mr. Marking explained it has been ten years since the City last obtained bids for the Street Light 

Maintenance work which involves replacing and repairing street lights and maintain traffic lights 

as well.  The present contractor for this work is Lenni Electric who originally signed a three year 

contract in 2000; however, the contract was continued year to year at a base price of $495 per 

month which was the price quoted for the third year, 2003.   

 

Mr. Carnes explained the bid process of the Third Class City Code.  Council asked for the item to 

be placed as a regular action item when the bid is complete.   

 

6. Discuss current Animal Control Ordinance 

Mr. Marking explained Councilman Joseph Hamrick has requested that the Animal Control 

Ordinance be placed on the discussion agenda.  A number of citizens have been complaining 

about certain dogs, among which are pit bulls that are threatening and have attacked people on the 

streets within the City.  Even if on a leash, there have been problems with the owner’s ability to 

control the animal.   

 

Mr. Hamrick suggested adopting or amending the Ordinance that all dogs over a certain weight 

should be muzzled and maintained.  The City cannot go after a certain breed of dog.  Mrs. 

Jorgenson suggested the leash law.  Chief Canale stated there are many states that have laws on 

Pit bulls.  Mr. Marking questioned the wording in section 72-1. Mr. Hamrick asked how the 

animal control enforces the laws.  Chief Canale stated the animal control officer has enforcement 

rights.  She can write checks and seize the dogs.  Mr. Hamrick stated it is a self sustaining 

position.    

 

7. Discuss neighborhood parking issues 

Mr. Marking explained Councilman Joe Hamrick requested that “Neighborhood parking Issues” 

be added to the discussion agenda tonight. 
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Mr. Hamrick stated codes are not being enforced.  There are cones in front of houses marking 

parking spots.  There are abandoned vehicles that are not being moved.  The big problem is nto 

enforcing codes.  Mrs. Jorgenson asked why the parking has become an issue with cones.  Mr. 

Hamrick explained there are too many people in one house with vehicles.  Mr. Marking explained 

the City is missing out on a revenue stream regarding the violations on parking issues within the 

City.       

 

8. Staff Discussion with Council of Vacant Property Ordinance 

Mr. Marking explained on August 25, 2008 the City Council adopted an Ordinance #1307-2008 

which is known as the “Vacant Property Ordinance” The Ordinance places restrictions on all 

vacant properties, including homes not lived in and vacant stores such as those on Lincoln 

Highway.  One of the requirements is that the owner of any vacant property in Coatesville must 

register the property each year and pay a registration fee of $250.00 

 

On March 9, 2009, the Council approved Resolution #2009-08 which placed a moratorium on the 

payment of registration fees for vacant premises in the City indefinitely.  The Resolution still 

requires registration and maintains every part of the requirements of the Ordinance.   

 

As a means to encourage property owners to improve their properties, the staff is recommending 

that Council discuss the reinstitution of the $250 registration fee by resending Resolution 2009-

08.   

 

Mrs. Jorgenson asked for a list of the registered vacant properties to be provided to Council.  Mr. 

Molina asked Council for any information on any vacant properties.  Chief Johnson stated the 

Fire Department has placards to lace on vacant properties.  Mrs. Jorgenson asked the reason 

behind the moratorium.  Mr. Molina explained the economy was not favorable and give 

community time.  Mr. Reed read the Ordinance.  Mr. Hudson explained dialogue has been held 

with both judges regarding vacant properties.  Mr. Carnes stated the Ordinance as written requires 

wording changes.  Section 82-22 should be deleted.  Council asked for the item to be placed on 

the agenda as a Regular Action Item at the next meeting.    

 

9. Discuss selection of Council member to serve on EIP Steering Committee 

Mr. Marking explained the recently received a grant from Pennsylvania Department of 

Community and Economic Development to fund Phase II of the Early Intervention Program (EIP) 

which will investigate and study opportunities for economic development in our Central Business 

District and the fringe areas.  In order to help guide this analysis and recommendation it is very 

appropriate to form an EIP Steering Committee composed of City staff, Chester County Planning 

Commission and a member of City Council.   

 

The Interim City Manager respectfully requests that the Council select one Council member from 

its membership to serve on the EIP Steering Committee.  The study is expected to take about ten 

weeks and require three or four meetings including an individual meeting or conference call with 

the consultants.  The final report is expected to be submitted to the full Council and the 

community in September. 

 

Mr. Reed stated the staff would like a member of Council on the committee.  Mr. Marking asked 

if this was appointed or volunteer.  Mr. Reed asked for an appointment.  Council asked to have 

the item placed on the agenda as a regular action item.   
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10. Discuss possible new servers for the City 

Mr. Marking explained the City has been having recurring problems with the servers.  Mr. Reed 

explained he had a meeting with Help-Now to discuss the need for servers.  The system is 

currently working under windows 2000.  The main problem is the space on the email server.  

Help-Now is going to meet with staff at their weekly meeting to discuss cutting back on emails.  

The emails need to be taken off of the server and placed in archives or cd’s.  Mr. Marking asked 

for a summary of the needs for servers and systems.   

 

Mrs. Jones made a motion to add Regular Action Item #4; appointments of members to the 

Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

Mrs. Jorgenson made a motion to add Regular Action Item #5; appointment of City Council 

member to the Early Intervention Program Steering Committee; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only  

Patsy Ray - Resident 

Ms. Ray explained the City held the Open Houses for Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees 

and only five or six people attended.  It was a waste of time to have an Open House.   

 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to close citizen’s hearings on regular action items only; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Regular Action Items 
1. Consider Second Reading and Final Adoption of an Ordinance to amend the 2010 Municipal 

Budget 

Mr. Marking explained City Council has held two meetings to review the 2010 budget for the 

purpose of considering amendments thereto.  It is necessary  for the Council to approve any 

amendments to the budget through an  Ordinance which requires two readings.  The firs reading 

of the Budget Amendment Oridnance was held on June 14, 2010 and was duly advertised in the 

Daily Local News.   

 

Mrs. Jorgenson made a motion to approve second reading and final adoption of an Ordinance to 

amend the 2010 Municipal Budget; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

2. Consider Management Services Agreement with YMCA of the Brandywine Valley for operation 

of the Ash Park Swimming Pool this summer.  

The City was unable to provide funds in the original 2010 City budget for the operation of the 

Ash Park swimming pool.  Through donations amounting to $57,250 plus some additional 

possible donations, the City is able to fund the Pool’s operation this year,  The City has partnered 

with the YMCA of the Brandywine Valley to help obtain donations and to obtain many, many 

volunteers from the region including contractor donated labor, equipment and materials, to 

revitalize the pool and make needed repairs.  The YMCA and the City administration have 

negotiated a Management Services Agreement for the operation of the pool by the YMCA this 

summer.   

 

Mr. Hamrick asked if the issue of the lead paint has been resolved.  Mr. Reed replied yes.  Mr. 

Brazzle asked who is in charge of the pools.  Mr. Reed explained the day to day operations are 

the City and the YMCa is managing the pools.  The City pays the employees.  Mr. Marking 
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appreciates the effort from the City to open the pools.  He asked if the contract is indefinite.  Mr. 

Reed stated the contract is up on September 6, 2010.  Mr. Marking announced that Mr. Reed 

overshot the mark of $40,000 in donations and has received $57,250 up to date.  Mr. Reed stated 

the cost of the pools for the summer were estimated at $65,000. 

 

Mrs. Jorgenson made a motion to approve the Management Services Agreement with YMCA of 

the Brandywine Valley for operation of the Ash Park swimming pool; Mr. Hamrick seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

3. Consider $50,000 anticipated legal fees for Phase II regarding the Pennsylvania American Water 

rate increase  

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve $50,000 anticipated legal fees for Phase II regarding the 

Pennsylvania American Water rate increase; Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed 5-0.   

 

4. Consider appointments of members to the Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees 

Mrs. Jorgenson made a motion to review applications for the Authorities, Boards, Commissions 

and Committees; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mrs. Jorgenson made a motion to reappoint Joseph Kandler to the Zoning Hearing Board for the 

term of 2010-2012; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mrs. Jones made the motion to appoint Matthew Baker to the Redevelopment authority to fulfill 

the term of Richard Stonewall of 2007-2011; Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed 5-0.  

 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to appoint Lucille Austin term 2009-2011, Jay Byerly term 2009-

2011 and Jeffrey Deacon term 2010-2012 to the Historical Commission; Mrs. Jorgenson 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to appoint Marie Hess to the Parks and Recreation Commission for 

the term 2010-2013; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Brazzle made the motion to reappoint Maitland Harvey to the Planning Commission for the 

term 2008-2011; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to appoint Paul Givler to the Reserve Trust Commission; Mrs. 

Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

Mr. Marking asked staff to contact Jose Rios to see if he is interested on volunteering on the 

Police Pension Board, Non Uniform Pension Board and the Fire Pension Board.  The Pension 

Boards meet on the same day.   

 

5. Consider appointment of City Council member to the Early Intervention Program Steering 

Committee 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to appoint Karl Marking as the City Council member to the Early 

Intervantion Program Steering Committee; Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion. Motion passed 

5-0. 
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Solicitors Report 

Mr. Carnes explained has recently received the Phase I Report and will be receiving assistance in 

payment from Parkesburg, West Caln Township and West Sadbsury Township.  This will reduce the cost 

of the $5,000 Phase I by $1,150.  The Borough of Parkesburg has committed to Phase II in an amount 

equal to $10,000 or 23% of the cost of Phase II, whichever is the least.  On the basis of this representation 

a complaint in intervention was filed on behalf of the City of Coatesville.   

 

A meeting was held on Thursday, June 24, 2010 at Which Assistant City Manager Kirby Hudson 

explained the various options to the homeowners on Fleetwood Street.  All those present committed to 

option 3.  After the City receives all the binding agreements, should be ready to move forward with 

obtaining any necessary funding from the County and move forward with the bid award at its July 12, 

meeting.   

 

The City Pension Board met with PMRS on June 17
th
 and the RFP process must be initiated for any new 

provider.  Pension Board is seeking a temporary advisor.  Jeanne Bakker will be working to revise all 

three plans at the total cost of $12,500.   

 

City Manager’s Report 

Mr. Reed announced to date the City has received $57,250 in financial donations for the operation of the 

Ash Park Swimming Pool plus hundreds of person hours, contractors’ labor, material and equipment 

donations, and area businesses who have donated material such as mulch, flowers, paint, etc. to the 

rehabilitation of the pool.  The YMCA has been the main instrument of coordination along with our 

Public Works Department in directing our volunteers.  The pool opened on Saturday, June 26, and we had 

a Donors’ Appreciation Luncheon Monday.  This has been a strong community effort to assure the area 

citizens including many, many children, the opportunity for aquatic recreating this summer. 

 

Mr. Reed announced in addition, The City’s Summer Youth Camps got underway on June 21
st
 with 17 

youth registered and will include recreation, mentoring, swimming and field trips.  Additional camps will 

run throughout the summer.  Also, the adult basketball league has gotten under way through the 

sponsorship of the Rip Hamilton Foundation.  There are 12 teams with 12 players each.  The summer 

youth basketball league will start on June 29 for ages 8 through 19 and a total of 360 youth in the program 

this summer. 

 

Mr. Reed announced he attended a presentation by Excelon Energy last Thursday at the West Bradford 

Township Municipal Building regarding the deregulation of the electricity in the PECO territory.  West 

Bradford Township and West Chester Borough have selected Excelon and West Brandywine Township 

and Parkesburg Borough are presently working with Excelon to obtain estimates of electric costs.  He will 

be submitting a non-binding request for Excelon to provide estimates for electric costs which should take 

about two weeks to receive.  Excelon Energy will negotiate with PECO on a rate for a specific date which 

will give us an idea of possible costs.  This will eliminate the “middle man” which is usually a broker 

who is paid a fee for services.  He will keep Council posted. 

 

Mr. Reed announced the Staff has met with most of the Fleetwood Street property owners regarding the 

burned out dwellings.  Seven of the eleven owners have signed documents agreeing to turn the property 

over to the City and the other four have indicated that they, too, are leaning toward the same thing.  One 

property owner is going to rehabilitate his property.  The City has received bids for this demolition work 

and once assured which properties will be demolished the City will bring our recommendation to the 

Council for award of the demolition contract. 
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Mr. Reed announced the Staff will be meeting with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, 

Chester County, Baker Engineers, and others on July 1, to begin organization of the team to begin the 

work to revitalize the train station and Third Avenue.  There are four Tasks to be accomplished: Task 1:  

Background Research and Stakeholder Interviews; Task 2:  Coatesville Station Community Charrette and 

Retail Market Analysis; Task 3:  Implementation and Action Plan; Task 4:  Design and Engineering 

Scoping Documents.  A copy of the Work Order #09 was attached for Council’s information.  The present 

estimated cost for this work is $299,847 which is totally funded without the City’s financial obligation. 

 

Mr. Reed announced the City’s labor attorney has completed review of the revised and draft Employee 

Handbook.  The Staff will be reviewing these recommended changes and will send the revised draft to 

Council in July. 

 

Mr. Reed announced the Chester County Planning Commission has invited him to be part of a task force 

“to explore how the City can promote affordable housing opportunities in Chester County.  The task force 

will focus on specific actions that can be taken by the county, local municipalities and the private sector.”  

He plans to represent the City by sharing the community concerns about an unfair number of certain 

subsidized housing be placed in Coatesville.  Assistant City Manager Kirby Hudson will join him in these 

meetings. 

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items  

Patsy Ray – Resident 

Ms. Ray asked Council to review their minutes.  Council stated earlier in the year that items of discussion 

would be added to the following agenda as an action item not moved during the same meeting.  Ms. Ray 

said to look back at the minutes where Mr. Simpson stated that people could use the parks and halls and 

not have to block off the streets for their personal parties.  Ms. Ray stated Council needs to realize past 

practice. There are too many items of discussions and suggested adding descriptions to the discussion 

items on the agendas.    Ms. Ray asked who pays for the fireworks the City or the Rotary Club.   

 

Diane Brownfield – Resident  

Ms. Brownfield asked how residents weigh in on conversions of twins to multifamily homes.  Mr. Molina 

stated the conversions are determined by the Zoning District.   

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to close citizens’ hearings on non agenda items; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Council Comments 

Mr. Brazzle sent his condolences to the London Family.   Mr. Brazzle stated the items of discussion are 

way too long.  Council needs to figure out a way to shorten the time of discussion on the items.  Mr. 

Brazzle announced he would not be in attendance at the next council meeting.  Mr. Brazzle stated this is a 

new Council and does not have to follow the practice of approvals from the prior Council.  

 

Mrs. Jorgenson asked for less items of discussion to save time.  Mrs. Jorgenson wished everyone a good 

night.  

 

Mr. Hamrick sent his condolences to the London Family.  He stated he is bothered by another murder in 

the City.  It needs to stop.  The Police Department is enforcing the laws.  The Community needs to get 

involved and help the City.  

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  The City is in a crisis and turmoil and we need to 

stand together.  Mrs. Jones asked everyone to love children, teach them and teach them well.   
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Mr. Marking stated he is happy with staff.   The u shaped table is coming together.  Mr. Marking thanked 

Mr. Reed for the work he has done.  The City is making a lot of progress.   

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 pm; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 5-0.  

 

 

Ted Reed  

Interim City Manager 


