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MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday April 26, 2010 

  

 

Regular Session 

Council President Edward Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. and welcomed everyone 

to the meeting.  Council members present were Council President Edward Simpson, Messrs., Martin 

Eggleston, Jarrell Brazzle, and Ingrid W. Jones.  Staff members present included City Solicitor John 

Carnes, Interim City Manager, Ted Reed, Director of Urban Planning and Codes Enforcement 

Damalier Molina, Director of Finance Stacy Bjorhus, Fire Chief Kevin Johnson, Police Chief Julius 

Canale, and recording secretary Ruthann Mowday.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced that Council met in Executive Session earlier on April 26, 2010 at 5:30 pm 

for the purpose of discussing Personnel and Legal. 

 

Mr. Simpson announced Mr. Marking, Mrs. Jorgenson and Mr. Hamrick would not be in attendance.   

 

Approval of Minutes: April 12, 2010. 

Mrs. Jones made a motion to approve the minutes of April 12, 2010 with correction; Mr. Eggleston 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.   

 

Approval of Accounts Payable  

Mrs. Jones made a motion to approve the accounts payable listing dated April 22, 2010; Mr. Brazzle 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.  

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to add two special event applications; #4 a Banner Permit application 

from ENEF Inc., for the 2nd Annual ENEF’s Gospel Explosion Benefit Concert and #5 A Special 

Event Permit application from James Brown for a Cricke Event; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 4-0.  

 

Presentations 

 

1. Don Thompson  regarding Buchart Horn termination; Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation Assistance for the Third Avenue Train Station Project 

Mr. Thompson explained he was asked to look into the Train Station Project regarding 

Buchart Horn.  Mr. Thompson stated the project is going on longer than expected.  Buchart 

Horn has expressed interest to stay on the project with an additional cost of $60,000 and the 

County to be more active.  Buchart Horn and City staff met to discuss the Train Station.  

Buchart Horn has stopped work until they receive the approval for the additional $60,000.  

Mr. Thompson recommended the contract with Buchart Horn to be terminated.  The project 

will not be viable with Buchart Horn.  Ms. Manbeck, director of transportation announced the 

County has been interested in Coatesville’s Revitalization for a long time.  Ms. Manbeck 

announced Toby Fauver, Penn Dot Secretary for the Local & Area Transportation offered 

Penn Dot’s assistance and support for the Coatesville Train Station.   Penn Dot has offered to 

facilitate and fund a Community Charette in the summer of 2010.  There will be no cost to 

the City.   
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Commissioner Aichele explained transportation is the access to the public.  The Keystone 

Corridor SEPTA R-5 rail line is the most valuable transportation asset in Chester County.  It 

provides public transportation service that is not available in most areas of the County.  Fifty 

Eight percent of Chester County residents live within five miles of the Keystone Corridor.  

Restoring the SEPTA passenger service rail service to Coatesville, Parkesburg and Atglen 

has been one of the County’s top priority transportation projects for several years.  

Commissioner offered County staff to provide technical assistance, particularly for the 

project management and interagency coordination at no cost to the City.  The County is 

pleased to suggest partnering between the City and the County for the purpose of completing 

the Train Station. Commissioner Cozzone stated she is happy to help move the City of 

Coatesville forward.  The key point is Revitalization.   Commissioner Cozzone explained she 

has been working with Rob Barry on the Amtrak piece.  We are here to help move the City 

forward.  Mr. Simpson stated Coatesville over the years has held back and never moved 

forward as the rest of the County, hopefully the City will now move forward.  Mr. Simpson 

thanked everyone.      

 

2. Mimi Wealer, CYWA & Michael Kearney, Mullin & Lonergan Associates, Inc. – Discuss 

Roymar Hall Project 

Ms. Wealer stated the goal of Roymar Hall was to renovate the deplorable living conditions.  

The building had strong odors and leaks everywhere.  She came to City Council because 

people had concerns about the project.  The building will be the gateway into the City with 

the renovations and landscaping. Mr. Kearney stated he was surprised and shocked at the 

questions that have revolved around the renovation.  There are two main reasons why there 

are renovations.  The first was Roymar Hall is part of the gateway into the City; the second is 

the quality of life issues.  Previous tenants complained of having to do dishes in the tub, 

using tub water for the toilet and one man was afraid for his children because of cockroaches.  

The County has committed $1.3 million.  The building will be completely gutted and 

rehabilitated.  The tenants were relocated as per the HUD relocation guidelines.    There will 

be twenty-four (24) units.  The applicants must be within the income guideline of $18,000 

minimum and $57,000 maximum.  Seventeen of the original tenants qualify to move in when 

the renovations are completed.  The renovations will be complete by the end of the year. Mr. 

Simpson asked why only seventeen of the original tenants are eligible.  Mr. Kearney stated 

there are certain guidelines that all the previous tenants did not comply with.  Mr. Brazzle 

asked how many of the previous tenants were section 8.  Mr. Kearney replied three no more 

than four.  Mr. Simpson stated people are concerned about the low income housing.   

 

3. Scott Huston – Discuss Graystone’s Publicity for the Steel Tree Delivery 

Mr. Reed explained Mr. Huston and Mr. DiOrio were unable to attend the meeting this 

evening.  Mr. Reed read a letter (Attachment A) submitted to Council on April 21, 2010 as 

approved by Mr. Huston and Mr. DiOrio.   

 

Special Events 

 

1. A Special Event Permit application was received from Reverend Montez Jones from the 

Judah Ministries Church for an Athletic Event at the Jeanne Treadwell James Memorial Park 

on Saturday, May 8, 2010 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  It is anticipated to have 30 – 50 people 

in attendance.   
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2. A Special Event Permit application was received from Coatesville Community Children’s 

Mass Choir for a Family Fun (Field Day) Event at the Ash Park Pavilion on Saturday, May 

29, 2010 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.   

 

3. A Special Event Permit application was received from New Life in Christ Fellowship for 

church members volunteering to paint fences at Ash Park on Sunday, May 30, 2010 from 

12:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  It is anticipated 100 people in attendance.  

 

Mr. Eggleston asked what fences were to be painted.  Mr. Wilkinson stated the pump house 

and the fencing around Ash Park.   

 

4. A Banner Permit application was received from ENEF, Inc. for a banner announcing the 2nd 

Annual ENEF’s Gospel Explosion Concert on May 22, 2010. 

 

5. A Special Event Permit application was received from James Brown for a Crick Event (cell 

phone promotion) on May 1, 2010 from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm at 144 East Lincoln Highway.      

Mr. Reed explained the Permit Application was not approved by staff due to the submission 

time of the application and the requests of the applicant.   

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to approve Special Event #1 through #4 and deny Special 

Event #5; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.  

 

Items for Discussion 

1. Discuss Department of Community and Economic Development Grant Contract  

Mr. Simpson read during the March 22 meeting the Council authorized the Interim City 

Manager to execute a grant application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and 

Economic Development for a Phase II grant for the Early Intervention Program.  This effort 

follows a Phase I program completed in 2007 which analyzed the past and then current 

financial condition of the City and made a number of recommendations for the economic 

recovery of the City.  This Phase II grant will study how the community can increase its tax 

base through economic development.  Fairmont Capital Advisors, Inc., who completed Phase 

I, will team up with Econsult Corporation to complete this Phase II Study. 

 

The grant application requested a fifty percent match for the estimated $89,000 study with 

the City’s proposed share of $44,500. 

 

We have received a letter approving our grant application in the amount of $65,700 which 

represents 75% of the study with the City’s share of $23,000.  The letter also provides the 

offer to enter into a contract for this project which must be approved by the City Council 

before the actual contract is executed.  The study will get underway as soon as the contract is 

signed. Mr. Reed explained Fairmount Capital did the first study.   

 

2. Discuss Change Order #2 for the Riverwalk Project  

Mr. Simpson read the River Walk contractor, James R. Kenny Excavating, Inc., has proposed 

substitute lighting fixtures for this project rather than the fixtures proposed by the design 

engineers.  The engineers, T&M Associates, and the City’s Project Director, Mr. Rob Barry, 

have reviewed this request and concluded that the fixtures proposed by the contractor is at 

least equal to the original design.   
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The change Order #2 is being recommended for approval by the City’s representatives and 

will reduce the cost of the project by $3,500 to a total revised cost of $1,086,754. Mr. Barry 

explained the light fixtures.  Mr. Eggleston inquired about solar lighting.  Mr. Reed asked 

Mr. Barry to look into the pricing of the solar lights for the next meeting.  Mr. Simpson asked 

about the powder coating on the lights compared to the painted and what is the better cost 

savings for the lights.  Council consensus was to wait for two weeks and have Mr. Barry look 

into other lighting options.    

3. Discuss Uniform Construction Code - Sprinkler System requirements  

A citizen has raised a question to one of the City Council members about the new 

requirements of the Uniform Construction Code (UCC) for sprinkler systems to be installed 

in the new construction of townhouses and detached single family housing.  The citizen 

believes this requirement will place hardships on people who wish to construct new family 

dwellings.  The City has adopted the UCC Code which includes this requirement. 

 

Mr. Molina explained the Uniform Construction Code review and Advisory Council 

determined that no provisions, including sprinkler for new residential construction, should be 

excluded from the proposed adoption of the 2009 codes.  Pennsylvania requires all newly 

constructed townhouses to contain a residential fire sprinkler system starting January 1, 2010 

and in newly constructed one and two family homes effective January 1, 2011.  Mr. Simpson 

stated sprinkler systems should be required in multi-family or rental properties.  Mr. Molina 

replied the Council can opt to be more stringent. Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Molina to look into 

introducing the Code to add single family homes turning into a apartment for two requiring 

the sprinkler system from this day forward.   

 

Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Molina to set up an Ordinance and add a multi family unit requires 

the sprinkler system also for the next meeting. 

 

4. Discuss Diamond Street Parking Lot  

The Diamond Street Parking lot, beside the Coatesville Flower Shop, reconstruction project 

began on Thursday, April 22.  This project will involve regrading, paving, lighting and the 

installation of a parking meter box.  The current parking ordinance stipulates that this lot is 

for two hour parking without any meters.  Before installing a parking meter box it will be 

necessary to amend the current ordinance to provide for the meter box. 

 

Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Carnes to modify an Ordinance for the project.   

 

5. Discuss Solid Waste Billing for Commercial Haulers 

Mr. Simpson read the City has been charging $300 per year to commercial haulers per 

commercial unit; however, the Solid Waste Ordinance does not appear to provide for this 

different rate. 

 

Ms. Bjorhus explained the current charges for commercial haulers. The flat rate for collection 

includes the contract was based on specs sent by the City.  Mr. Wilkinson explained the solid 

waste contract and fees.   

 

6. Discuss First Suburbs Project 

Mr. Simpson read the Borough Administrator of the Norristown contacted the Interim City 

Manager about the First Suburbs Project seeks housing, education and infrastructure policies 

and funding streams that help to promote greater socioeconomic balance and diversity 
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throughout Southeastern Pennsylvania.  Of particular interest to Coatesville is the subsidized 

housing inequities where by over 50% of subsidized housing in Chester County is located in 

the City.  This inequity has caused a lowering of real estate property values as well so 

creating socioeconomic and financial inequities for the citizens of the community. 

This effort is to change the HUD Housing Choice Voucher Program which provides 

subsidized vouchers to income-eligible persons to allow them to afford a rental unit.  In 

theory, it is a good program; however, in practice, the program has resulted in the 

concentration of vouchers in a small number of communities, such as, Pottstown and 

Norristown in Montgomery and Coatesville in Chester County. 

Norristown and Pottstown are joining efforts with First Suburbs of Southeastern 

Pennsylvania to seek a meeting with U.S. Congressman Jim Gerlach on June 10, at the 

Montgomery County Community College West Campus in Pottstown.   The purpose is to ask 

Representative Gerlach to publically endorse First Suburbs’ efforts to change the Fair Market 

Rent formula which is the policy used by HUD. 

A proposed letter to Representative to be signed by Norristown, Pottstown and Coatesville is 

attached for Council’s consideration.  The Staff is recommending that the Council authorize 

the Interim City Manager to sign this letter and for the City to participate with these two 

communities and with the First Suburbs of Southeastern Pennsylvania to promote greater 

socioeconomic balance and diversity throughout the southeast of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Reed explained that Ms. Ray has attended all the meetings.  Mr. Reed explained this will 

help get a better ratio on the community.  Mr. Hudson explained how this process was 

handled in West Chester, New York.   

 

7. Discuss Termination of Buchart Horn Engineers Contract 

Mr. Simpson read the Council has received information regarding the Staff’s 

recommendation regarding the termination of the City’s contract with Buchart Horn 

engineers and earlier the Council received comments from the County’s representative 

regarding this action. 

 

Mr. Reed asked for three items of discussion to be added to the agenda as Regular Action 

Items.  Mr. Simpson explained that Items of Discussion are to be addressed at one meeting 

and placed as a Regular Action Item on the agenda for the next meeting.   

 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to add Regular action Item #1, authorize the President of Council 

and the interim City Manager to execute an approval document from the Department of 

Community and Economic Development contract on behalf of the City of Coatesville; Mrs. 

Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.   

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to authorize a 14 day notice of termination regarding the city’s 

contract with Buchart Horn Engineers; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only  

Patsy Ray – Resident 

Ms. Ray asked why Item of Discussion number six was not added as a Regular Action Item.  Mr. 

Simpson stated the item is not an action item.  The document can be signed without Council 

approval.  Mr. Carnes explained the signature of the document is not required to be a action item.   

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to close citizens’ hearings on non agenda items; Mrs. Jones seconded 

the motion.  Motion passed 4-0.  
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Regular Action Items 

1. Receive and consider a motion to authorize the President of Council and the interim City 

Manager to execute an approval document from the Department of Community and Economic 

Development contract on behalf of the City of Coatesville 

 Mr. Brazzle made a motion to authorize the President of Council and the interim City 

Manager to execute an approval document from the Department of Community and Economic 

Development contract on behalf of the City of Coatesville; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 4-0.   

 

2. Receive and consider a motion to authorize a 14 day notice regarding the termination of the 

City’s contract with Buchart Horn Engineers 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to authorize a 14 day notice regarding the termination of the 

City’s contract with Buchart Horn Engineers; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed 4-0.    

 

Solicitors Report 

There was no solicitors report.   

 

City Manager’s Report  

Mr. Reed announced the City received a letter from HARSCO Metals that it was ending its business 

at their South Coatesville Plant on June 30, 2010.  It is a support company of Arcelor Mittel Steel and 

prepares scrap metal for use in ArcelotMittel furnace.  There are presently 79 employees. I contacted 

HARSCO and found that they had not won a ten year contract with Arcelor Mittal and would be 

moving out; however, two firms (Stein and SMS) did win the contract and had agreed to hire most if 

not all of the employees.  There will be very little job loss to the community.  

 

The City has received notice that through a Presidential Declaration Pennsylvania has been made 

available for recovery of expenses from the Federal Management Association (FEMA) for the efforts 

during the snow storms between February 5 and 11.  The staff will be attending an applicant briefing 

provided by the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Association (PEMA) as soon as a date is 

announced.   

 

Pennsylvania American Water Company has announced that it is applying for a sewer rate increase 

for its Coatesville Region customers.  The proposed increase is needed to begin to recover 

approximately $57.7 million that the Company will have invested to improve the wastewater service 

and reliability since the last increase in 2008.  This company investment also included $55 million 

for the recently completed sewage treatment plant expansion.  The proposed rates would increase a 

residential bill from $27.43 per month to $90.26 per month, or an increase of about 290%.  

Commercial rates would increase from $83.54 to $243.18 per month pf 181%.  All sewer customers 

will be receiving a notification from the company. 

 

The staff would like to thank the Council for taking the time to review proposed revisions to the 2010 

Municipal Budget.  We are using comments and questions to further revise the budget where possible 

and will present the revised budget to Council in early May.    
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Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items  

Patsy Ray – Resident 

Ms. Ray asked if the City will be holding a meeting with the residents regarding the Water Company 

and the proposed increases.  Mr. Simpson stated the City Council will join together with the 

surrounding municipalities to fight the increase.  City Council is not going to sit by and let it happen.  

Ms. Ray stated the City should get involved with the First Suburbs project.  Ms. Ray thanked City 

Council for approving the DCED grants.  Ms. Ray inquired about the potholes and the curfew.   

  

Harry Colon – Resident 

Mr. Colon explained West Chester enforces two unit sprinklers.  Mr. Colon voiced his concerns on 

zoning issues regarding Roymar Hall.  Habitat has acquired eight houses to be constructed at 

Cambria Terrace.    

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to close citizen hearings on non agenda items; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Council Comments 

Mr. Brazzle discussed low income housing.  He was raised in a low income family, not all low 

income people are criminals.  Mr. Brazzle asked Mr. Wilkinson to take care of the potholes.  Mr. 

Brazzle announced he is working with Council for the youth.  He was involved in the TRAILS 

program which taught him that anyone could go to college; did volunteer work in the community and 

the youth were involved in the community. Mr. Brazzle explained he went to college on a full 

scholarship because of TRAILS.  The City needs to offer programs to the youth to show the City and 

residents care about them.  Mr. Brazzle thanked Mr. Eggleston for helping him to be the man he is 

today.  The citizens need to take the time and care about and help the youth.  

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for their support.  She thanked the Graystone for their support on April 

14, 2010.  Mrs. Jones encouraged everyone to encourage and elevate the City.   

 

Mr. Eggleston stated he agreed with Mr. Brazzle and all his points were valid.  He has watched his 

transition into a mature, responsible man.  Mr. Eggleston explained he moved his family from 

Europe to Coatesville.  He loves Coatesville for what is stood for and proud of what it will stand for.  

The importance is to govern your own household.  People should use the same energy they have 

keeping the City down to bring the City back up.  The issues regarding communications are 

bittersweet.  As a person and a resident he was given the opportunity to participate in a historical 

event but was unable to attend due to the timing of notifications and as a Council person understood 

Mr. Reed’s and Ms. Geiger’s position in notifying everyone regarding the Steel trees.  Mr. Eggleston 

stated he loves the place and what it stands for and challenges others to do the same.  He encouraged 

neighbors to govern their own.   

 

Mr. Simpson apologized; he is so mad that he is seeing red.  The presentation confirmed what others 

have expected.  This is not just another apartment building, but low income housing.  City Council 

was unaware but the City approved the plan.  The County and the State gave money, and we did not 

know about it.  Council and residents have been asking about the projects for weeks.  Why did 

Council not know about this?  People need to be held accountable.  Mr. Simpson announced he will 

start naming names in public.  We need to pay attention to what we are doing.  He is sick of City 

Council being embarrassed and not receiving the correct information.  It is time that Council fulfills 

its promises.     
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Adjournment 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 pm; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 4-0.   

 

 

Ted Reed  

Interim City Manager 


