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MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday April 12, 2010 

  

 

Regular Session   

                              

Council President Edward Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and welcomed everyone 

to the meeting. Council Members present were Council President Edward Simpson, Messrs., Martin 

Eggleston, Joseph Hamrick, Karen Jorgenson and Ingrid W. Jones. Staff members present included 

City Solicitor John Carnes, Interim City Manager, Ted Reed, Director of Urban Planning and Codes 

Enforcement Damalier Molina, Director of Finance Stacy Bjorhus, Fire Chief Kevin Johnson, Police 

Chief Julius Canale, and recording secretary Ruthann Mowday.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced that Council met in Executive Session earlier on April 12, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. 

for the purpose of discussing Personnel and Legal. 

 

Mr. Simpson announced Mr. Marking and Mr. Brazzle would not be in attendance.   

 

Approval of Minutes: March 22, 2010. 

Mrs. Jorgenson made the motion to approve the minutes of March 22, 2010; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approval of Accounts Payable  

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the accounts payable listing dated April 9, 2010; Mr. 

Eggleston seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to add Special Event Permit #8; Stewart Huston Charitable Trust has 

requested a Street Closing from 1st Avenue between Harmony Street and Walnut Street for the 

transport and Public viewing of the Lukens Steel Company Trees from 1:30 pm to 8:00 pm on April 

14, 2010; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Reed explained the Graystone Society has announced that on Wednesday, April 14, twenty-eight 

truckloads of steel will be coming into Coatesville.  This steel is part of the lone steel structures that 

remained standing in from of the Twin Towers in New York City after the fatal plane crashes into the 

buildings on September 11, 2001.  The structures, called “trees” will be part of a National Iron and 

Steel Heritage Museum being planned by the Society to be located in the Lukens Historic District on 

South First Avenue. The Steel trees are coming home to Coatesville where they were made by 

Lukens Steel Company over forty years ago.  The trees show the resiliency of America.   

 

Special Events 

 

1. A Special Event was received from the Coatesville Area Little League for parking and 

street closures for the Opening Day Ceremonies on April 17, 2010 from 7:00 am to 1:00 

pm.  It is anticipated 270 families will be in attendance.   
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2. Special Event Permit was received from Elite Riders M/C for a bike blessing on May 16, 

2010 from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  The applicant has requested the street closed from 

Lincoln Highway to Diamond Alley on 8th Avenue.  It is anticipated 500 people in 

attendance  

 

3. A Special Event permit was received from Brandywine Center for a Block Party on 

July 31, 2010 from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm.  The applicant has requested the street closed 

from Chester Avenue between Lincoln Highway and Harmony Street.  It is anticipated 

300-400 people in attendance.   

 

4. A Special Event Permit was received from Glen Marshal for a Picnic at Palmer Park on 

July 3, 2010 from 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Palmer Park.  It is anticipated 100 people in 

attendance. 

 

5. A Special Event Permit was received from Victor Ford Foundation for a All Star 

Basketball Game on June 5, 2010 from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm at Ash Park. The applicant 

has requested use of the basketball courts.  It is anticipated 200 people in attendance.    

 

6. A Special Event Permit was received from Narrow Door Christian Church/Iglesia 

Puerta Estrecha on June 12, 2010 from 12:00 pm to 9:30pm at Gateway Park for an 

Outdoor Church Service.  It is anticipated 80-100 people in attendance.  The applicant 

requested a reduction in fees.   

 

Mr. Eggleston questioned the reduction in fees.  The Events fees are reduced due to their 

nonprofit status.   

 

7. A Special Event Permit was received from Hiway Cruisers M/C for a Bike Blessing on 

April 18, 2010 from 3:00pm to 6:00 pm.  The applicant has requested the street closed 

from 7th Avenue and Lumber Street to Merchant Street and Lumber Street.  It is 

anticipated 100-125 people in attendance.    

 

8. A Special Event Permit was received from Stewart Huston Charitable Trust for 

transport and public viewing of Lukens Steel Company Trees.  The applicant has 

requested a Street Closing from 1st Avenue between Harmony Street and Walnut Street 

from 1:30 pm to 8:00 pm on April 14, 2010.  It is anticipated a few thousand people will 

be in attendance 

 

Mr. Simpson read the Special Event Permits as listed.   

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to approve Special Events #1 - #8 as submitted; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

Items for Discussion 

1. Discuss Rapid Ticketing Program 

Mr. Simpson read one of the problems facing code enforcement is the amount of time it can 

take from the discovery of a violation until it may be resolved through the court system.  This 

delay can take 60 to 90 days before resolution. A possible solution to this situation is the 

“Rapid Ticketing Program” being used by municipalities to increase the number of code 

enforcement actions and reduce the time it takes to obtain results.   
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Mr. Molina explained research confirms a relationship between urban litter, crime and 

neighborhood decline. Litter can present health, fire and safety hazards. Litter is a costly 

problem with many intangible and incommensurable costs beyond the expense of cleanup. A 

clean city attracts residents, businesses and shoppers. A dirty city depresses property values, 

attracts crime and creates the perception that crime and disorder is tolerated. Litter attracts 

more litter creating a downward spiral. 

 

According to the U.S. Conference of Mayors, urban litter reduces Economic development, 

investment and location of businesses; Property values and increases urban decay; Tourism; 

Revenue for businesses in littered areas; Funds for other efforts due to increased cost for 

cleanup; Concern for obeying the law resulting in increased crime, gang and drug activity 

and Community pride. 

The new Rapid Ticketing Program seeks to provide coordinated, pro-active field level litter 

and trash education and enforcement, revise our ordinances to streamline and strengthen 

procedures and institute a ticketing system to supplement the cumbersome citation process. 

As part of this effort I look forward to working with interested Coatesville residents 

(homeowners and tenants) to confirm support for a cleaner city through education and 

enforcement. 

    

2. Discuss Riverwalk Change Order #1 

The River Walk contractor, James R. Kenney Excavating and Paving, has begun the 

project.  Two issues which were anticipated but could not be included in the bid are the 

extension of the primary electrical service from a different pole as required by PECO and 

the removal of contaminated soil as required by the now approved PA ACT II Clean-up 

Plan.  In order to move forward with this necessary work Change Order #1 in the amount 

of $227,755 is presented for Council’s discussion and consideration. 

Mr. Barry explained the change order has the approval of the contractor (James R. Kenney 

excavating and Paving, the City’s engineer (T&M Associates) and the blessing of the 

County.  The County does not sign change orders as they are funding the project hereby 

leaving the decision in the hands of the “owner” who is the City.  Mr. Barry explained the 

change order #1. Mr. Simpson asked why Council was not alerted to the change order.  Mr. 

Barry explained that the change order reflects environmental work that was anticipated in the 

bid and for which the City’s Engineer and Contractor have approved. 

The change order is the result of extending the primary electrical service from a different 

pole, as required by PECO, and the removal of contaminated soil as required by the now 

approved PA ACT II Clean-up Plan.  The contaminated soil removal was anticipated but not 

included in the bid because the ACT II Clean-up Plan was not approved at the time of the 

bid.   

Mr. Barry explained the expense is still within the grant and the 2010 budget.  Mr. Hamrick 

asked if the expense would be a financial burden to the City.  Mr. Barry explained the change 

order was expected. Mr. Barry explained that the change order will be covered under the 

grants.  Mr. Simpson questioned what contaminates are in the soil.  Mr. Barry explained that 

he didn’t have the information with him and would get it to Council.  Mr. Simpson asked 

where the soil will be removed to.  Mr. Barry explained that there were two proposed 

locations and would provide Council with the location.  Mr. Simpson explained that Council 
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couldn’t act because there are still questions and Council requested additional documentation 

from Mr. Barry.  

  

3. Discuss Fleetwood Street Project Update  

The City Staff in cooperation with the Chester County Department of Community 

Development has been working on the demolition and revitalization of the homes on 

Fleetwood Street which were destroyed by arson last year.  Assistant City Manager Kirby 

Hudson and Codes Director Dam Molina, along with City Solicitor John Carnes, have 

met with the property owners in an effort to begin the demolition of these properties. 

 
Mr. Hudson explained on April 1, 2010, The County Commissioners signed (and approved) 

the contract awarding the City of Coatesville funds in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty 

Thousand Dollars to be used for the Acquisition and Demolition of properties located in the 

300 Block of Fleetwood Street. As such, this agreement shall terminate when the activity has 

been completed and all County program funds have been disbursed, or on December 31, 

2011, whichever occurs earlier.  
 

Mr. Hudson explained a meeting with CCDCD representatives was held on how to best 

approach the demolition of properties on Fleetwood Street.  Based on the County’s 

discussion regarding the inclusion of Federal Guidelines, several changes need to be made to 

the City’s Bid Package.  As such, the amended (draft) bid documents have been submitted to 

the City Solicitor John Carnes for his review, changes / amendments and final approval.  

The Department of Community Development (DCD) Reviewed the March 2010 Bid Package 

and determined that the following items must be revised or included prior to the Bids mailed 

out: Include the entire set of Federal Regulations and Forms provided by DCD; Include the 

Funding Agreement between the City of Coatesville and Chester County; The conditions of 

the Federal Environmental Review must be reviewed and implemented as part of the project 
and revise the Bid Form to allow for demolition pricing for individual properties. 

Mr. Hudson announced the County (CCDCD) has agreed to pay for the appraisals for the 

Fleetwood Street Properties.  All of the appraisals have been completed. Manito Abstract 

Company completed eleven Fleetwood Street title searches on March 25, 2010. 

On March 29, 2010, the City of Coatesville received its (Approved) notification of 

Environmental Clearance letter from The Department of Community Development. By this 

letter, the County is informing the City that we the County have completed its environmental 
review for the activity named City of Coatesville Fleetwood Street 2010 CDBG.  

All vacant properties on Fleetwood Street to be rebuilt will be subject to the Vacant Premises 

Ordinance under Chapter 82 of the City Code. Upon the submission of the Vacant Premises 

Plan to the Codes Department, the Department will determine whether the Plan is complete. 

In case of incompleteness the enforcement officer may require an owner or designated agent 

to provide more complete information necessary to protect the public health, safety, or 

welfare. When a submitted Plan does not meet with the Codes Department approval, the 

owner or designated agent shall, within ten business days, correct and resubmit the Plan.  
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A meeting was held at City Hall on Tuesday, March 9, 2010 with the Fleetwood Street Property 

Owners affected by the arson fires, several City of Coatesville Officials and Chester County 

Government Representatives. During the meeting we discussed matters relating to the 

issuance of Notice of Violation, documentation of insurance & the use of the fire escrow 

account, the City’s RFP bid process for contracting demolition work, the process of 

determining individual demolition costs & property appraisals, and the three (3) options 

made available to each property owner for the removal of the unsafe condition of his/her 

property. 

On March 19, 2010, the City of Coatesville mailed out eleven (11) letters to the Fleetwood 

Street Property Owners requesting their decision on one of three options. To date, the City 
has received a total of four (4) letters from the Fleetwood Property Owners.   

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only  

There was no citizens’ hearing comment on regular action items at this time.   

 

Regular Action Items 
 

1.    Receive a consider a Resolution approving the Preliminary and Final Land 

Development Plan, with conditions for the Land Development Plan, referencing the 

development of an Office Building and Hotel Redevelopment Project, located along 

Manor Road.   

Mr. Simpson explained the Coatesville Planning Commission held a meeting on February 17 

to consider the final land development plan from the Coatesville Inn Association (Marriott 

Court Yard Hotel and Office Building.)  The Commission considered the comments and 

recommendations by CMX, City Consulting Engineer, Comitta Associates, City Consultants 

and the Chester County Planning Commission.  There were a number of issues which the 

Developer has resolved with exception of the seven conditions set forth in Resolution 2010 – 

11.  

 

One of the issues which concerned the Planning Commission was the lack of parking spaces 

but the Commission agreed to allow combined use of parking spaces since the Office 

Building and the Hotel would be using the parking spaces at different times.  Additionally, 

the Developer will be constructing a three story garage. 

 

The Planning Commission is recommending that the Council approve the final land 

development plan of the Coatesville Inn Association for construction of the Marriott Court 

Yard Hotel and the Office Building with the seven exceptions noted.  

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to approve a Resolution approving the Preliminary and Final 

Land Development Plan, with conditions for the Land Development Plan, referencing the 

development of an Office Building and Hotel Redevelopment Project, located along Manor 

Road; Mr.  Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Simpson stepped out of the meeting.   

 

2. Receive and consider a Resolution for Municipal Adoption of the Chester County 

Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.   
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Mr. Eggleston explained the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires that local governments 

have hazard mitigation plans approved by FEMA to be eligible for hazard mitigation funding 

programs. Hazard mitigation planning is the process through which hazards that threaten 

communities are identified, likely impacts of those hazards are determined, mitigation goals 

are set, and appropriate strategies to lessen impacts are determined, prioritized, and 

implemented. The planning process is heavily dependent on the participation of 

representatives from local government agencies and departments, the general public, and 

other stakeholder groups. 

 

Hazard mitigation is defined by FEMA as “any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate 

long-term risk to human life and property from a hazard event.” The results of a three-year, 

congressionally mandated independent study to assess future savings from mitigation 

activities provides evidence that mitigation activities are highly cost-effective. On average, 

each dollar spent on mitigation saves society an average of $4 in avoided future losses in 

addition to saving lives and preventing injuries (National Institute of Building Science Multi-

hazard Mitigation Council 2005).  

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve Resolution for Municipal Adoption of the Chester 

County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 4-0.  

 

3. Receive and consider Second Reading an Approval Ordinance amending Chapter 190, 

Section 29 of the Code of the City of Coatesville to address procedures for fee collection 

and penalties for late payments.   

During the February 22 meeting the staff presented information regarding a proposal to print 

the 2010 Solid Waste Billing to send out to the City customers.  The staff took a closer look 

at the City Code pertaining to the solid waste ordinances and found that Article 190, Section 

29 B provides that the City will send the bills after January 15 to be paid in full by December 

31 of the year of the billing.  Further, should there be a delinquency in payment after the due 

date of April 15; (unless quarterly payments have been arranged) an additional assessment of 

30% penalty will be added to the customer’s bill.  Looking at previous billing it appears that 

the City changed the billing to show a delinquency rate of 10% and a due date 90 days after 

the date of the billing.  Interpreting Article 190, Section 29 B it is the staff’s and the City 

Solicitor’s understanding, that there is no leeway in the ordinance in that the delinquency rate 

is 30% and the due date is April 15 before being considered delinquent regardless of when 

the bill is sent out by the City.  In the past several years the City has not sent out the solid 

waste bills until much beyond January 15, and simply added 90 days to the due date.  There 

is no information in the minutes that the Council authorized this change in billing which 

would have required an amendment to the ordinance. 

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve Second Reading an Adoption an Ordinance 

amending Chapter 190, Section 29 of the Code of the City of Coatesville to address 

procedures for fee collection and penalties for late payments; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mr. Simpson reentered the meeting.   

 

Solicitors Report 

There was no solicitors report.   
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City Manager’s Report 

Mr. Reed explained at the last Council meeting, March 22, the staff discussed the possibility of 

creating a loading zone on the south side of Lincoln Highway near the Second Avenue stop light.  

The staff is continuing to investigate several issues needed to be resolved and plans to bring this 

matter back to Council at the April 26 meeting.  

 

The staff is continuing to work with the Coatesville Police Athletic League (PAL) for the lease of the 

Coatesville Community Memorial Center.  We plan to bring this matter to the Council for discussion 

at the April 26 meeting.   

 

The staff is developing information to bring to the Council on two issues; the Sign Ordinance and the 

Comprehensive Plan.  Last year the Planning Commission recommended a Sign Ordinance to the 

Council but the Council failed to take any action.  We will revisit the matter with the Commission 

and staff and then would like the opportunity to discuss this with the Council to endeavor to get more 

direction on the future of the Ordinance.  The Planning Commission has been revising the City 

Comprehensive Plan which has not been updated for more than five years.  The staff would like the 

opportunity to review this plan with the Council at an upcoming meeting.   

 

 The staff advised the Council about the proposed community garden being sponsored by the 

Episcopal Church of the Trinity at the intersection of Lincoln Highway and Third Avenue.  The 

owner of the property, Carl Chetty, gave permission for this use and agreed to allow fill material to 

be put on the property to bring it to grade with the complete understanding and requirement that the 

dirt be removed before he begins any construction on the property.  Mr. Steve Keetch from Bulldog 

Construction Company provided the equipment and transfer of dirt at no costs.  Plans are to begin the 

community gardens the first of May.     

 

The Chester County Health Department contacted City Staff about the possibility of placing a 

Farmers’ Market in the Community.  The Staff worked with the Department and tentatively set a 

location across the street from the Community Garden on the South east side of Third Avenue and 

Lincoln Highway which is owned by the RDA.  The RDA will be considering this issue at the April 

19, 2010 meeting.   

 

Mr. Reed thanked Mr. Baker and Don Wilkinson for a wonderful job on Community Impact Day. 

There were 30 – 40 people in attendance.  Mr. Baker organized the event.     

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items  

 

Mary Kyle – Resident 

Ms. Kyle inquired about the city wide cleanup.  She was unaware of the efforts.  Mrs. Kyle asked for 

it to be advertised three weeks in advance.  Mrs. Kyle inquired about the potholes in the City and 

why Public Works needs to be reminded about Elmwood Gardens when there is a snow storm.  

 

James Pitcherella – Resident  

Mr. Pitcherella announced the last day for the census is April 17, 2010.  Fifty percent of Coatesville 

has submitted the census.  Hopefully the City can receive more federal funding.   
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Paula Pennypacker – Resident 

Ms. Pennypacker voiced her concerns regarding parking in front of St. Stanislaus Church.  She asked 

for an Ordinance to protect the parking.  Mr. Simpson stated Chief Canale, Mr. Reed and Mr. Carnes 

will look into the matter of parking.    

 

Ben Bruton – Resident 

Mr. Bruton voiced his concerns regarding dirt bikes.  Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Bruton to continue to 

call the Police.  Chief Canale echoed the request.  Mr. Bruton stated there is debris around the site of 

the “Welcome to Coatesville” signs in 1st Avenue.  

 

John Pawlowski – Resident 

Mr. Pawlowski complained about kids knocking on doors and running away.  The graffiti cleanup is 

still alive and well.  The problem is getting permission from owners for the cleanup.  Mr. Pawlowski 

pointed out the area of concern with the graffiti.   

 

Matt Baker – Resident 

Mr. Baker thanked everyone for coming out for the Community Impact Day.  There will be more 

community days throughout the summer.  The days will be advertised by Daily Local News, City 

Website and Channel 66.  Mr. Baker asked for the trash cans behind the Public Works Building to be 

placed throughout the City.   

 

Mr. Eggleston made the motion to close citizens’ hearings on no agenda items; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Council Comments 

Mr. Eggleston stated the City of Coatesville is a different City when the sun comes out.  The City 

comes to life.   There is a different vibe this year and it’s a good vibe.  Mr. Eggleston asked everyone 

to remember this is our City, Our Duty to continue to reach out in our community.  The Public Works 

and Codes Department cannot do it all. He is grateful to see the clean up and the community work 

together.  Mr. Eggleston asked the Chief to focus cameras on Elmwood Gardens for the dirt bikes.  

There is serious fence repair required at the Park across from his home.   Mr. Eggleston announced 

he was contacted by the 76’ers Hoops tour group looking for a location to bring their tour.  The cost 

is $500 and will accommodate as many people.       

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for taking time out of their busy schedule to attend the Council 

meeting.  There has been so much dialogue and transparency and the Council has completed their 

first quarter on Council.   

 

Mr. Hamrick thanked Matt Baker, Don Wilkinson and the team leaders for their work on Community 

Impact Day.  The day was much better, well organized and a lot of work was done.  Safety is a big 

part of the concern. 

 

Mrs. Jorgenson thanked everyone for the cleanup effort.  It is great for the City.  The property owners 

should take responsibility for the graffiti.  Mrs. Jorgenson hopes Council approves the Codes 

Enforcement.   

 

Mr. Simpson thanked anyone who contributes time to the City.  Mr. Simpson announced Wednesday 

will be a historic moment for Coatesville.  The Steel Trees will be back to Lukens.  Mr. Simpson 
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explained having pieces of the structure that withstood the devastations of the Towers on September 

11, 2001, symbolizes the resiliency not only of the American steel industry, but also the United 

States of America as a nation.  This will bring great pride to our citizens and will provide an 

opportunity for our community to bear witness to the uniting of our country against a common foe.  

Coatesville will be proud to memorialize these structures as symbols to remember those people who 

gave their lives that fateful day. The City should be proud and honored to have the Trees back home.  

Hopefully the City can take the next step and work with the Graystone Society to make a shrine.  The 

Steel Trees are a reminder that Freedom isn’t free.  This is an opportunity for Coatesville to shine.   
 

Adjournment 

Mrs. Jones made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 pm; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

 

Ted Reed  

Interim City Manager 


