
City Council Meeting  

March 22, 2010 

 

Page 1 of 12 

 

 

MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday March 22, 2010 

  

 

Regular Session   

                              

Council President Edward Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and welcomed everyone 

to the meeting. Council Members present were Council President Edward Simpson, Council Vice 

President Karl Marking, Messrs., Jarrell Brazzle, Martin Eggleston, Joseph Hamrick, Karen 

Jorgenson and Ingrid W. Jones. Staff members present included City Solicitor John Carnes, Interim 

City Manager, Ted Reed, Director of Urban Planning and Codes Enforcement Damalier Molina, 

Director of Finance Stacy Bjorhus, Fire Chief Kevin Johnson, Police Chief Julius Canale, and 

recording secretary Ruthann Mowday.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced that Council met in Executive Session earlier on March 22, 2010 at 5:30 

p.m. for the purpose of discussing Personnel and Legal. 

 

Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the minutes of March 8, 2010 with corrections; Mr. 

Eggleston seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Approval of Accounts Payable  

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the accounts payable listing dated March 18, 2010; Mr. 

Eggleston seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to add Special Event #4, 1st Anniversary Celebration; Mr. Brazzle 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to remove Items of Discussion #4; Truss Sign Ordinance; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Mr. Reed announced the developer has asked for Regular Action Item #1 to be moved until the next 

meeting.   

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to remove Regular Action Item #1, Receive and consider a Resolution 

approving the Preliminary and Final Land Development Plan, with conditions for the Land 

Development Plan, referencing the development of an Office Building and Hotel Redevelopment 

Project, located along Manor Road; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add a new Regular Action Item #1, Resolve dispute with Yneeka 

Hopkins in the amount of $16,000; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0-1.  Mr. 

Brazzle abstained from the vote.    

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add Items of Discussion #10, Construction on Roymar Hall; Mrs. 

Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 
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Mr. Marking made a motion to move Regular Action Item #6, Receive and consider authorizing the 

Interim City Manager to execute a grant application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community 

and Development for Phase II of the Early Intervention Program to Items of Discussion #11 due to 

Item should be placed on Items of Discussion prior to being added as Regular Action Item; Mrs. 

Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.     

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add Presentation #2, Little League regarding parking; Mrs. Jones 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.   

 

Presentation 

 

1. Stacy Bjorhus – Financial Report  

Ms. Bjorhus explained the City has received $486,000 in revenue for the year 2010.  The 

City has accrued approximately $525,000 revenue in 2010 that was accrued back to 2009.  

The expenditures in January were predominantly salaries and property and liability insurance 

premiums.  The years to date expenditures are $1,242,690.  The earned income tax reported 

in the January Financial Report was accrued back to 2009.  The total balances of all funds per 

the bank statements as of February 2010 are $816,644.    The total restricted funds are 

$14,372,258.   

 

2. Charlie Root - Little League regarding parking 

Mr. Root explained the league has grown, which has stirred up parking issues.  Mr. Root 

asked for assistance on Opening Day, April 17th from 8 am – 10 am regarding parking.  It is 

the opening ceremony for the league and pictures start at 8 am.  Mr. Brazzle asked what 

could be done to help with the parking.  Chief Canale stated the Police and Fire Department 

can work together to block the streets and still be accessible for emergency vehicles.  Mr. 

Simpson asked Mr. Root to submit a Special Event Permit prior to the next meeting to be 

placed on the Council Agenda.  Mr. Simpson announced the Little League gives back to the 

community.  The league has waived fees for some of the youth who cannot afford to play. 

Chief Canale stated he would meet with Mr. Root and Chief Johnson.     

 

Special Events 

 

1. A Special Event was received from the Chester County African American Health and 

Wellness Expo for the 4th Annual event at the Child and Career Development Center on 

Saturday, April 24, 2010.  The organization wishes to put a banner across Lincoln 

Highway to advertise for this event and is asking Council to waive the $150.00 fee.   

 

2. Special Event Permit was received from Narcotics anonymous for a fund raiser on 

August 14, and August 28, 2010 at Ash Park from 12:00 pm to 6:30 pm.  It is expected 

to have 70 – 100 people in attendance.  

 

3. A Special Event permit was received from Dorcas Outreach Ministries for Outreach 

and Barbecue on May 22, 2010 from 10:30 pm to 12:20 am.  The ministry will be 

walking the streets handing out CD’s and Tracks.   
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4. A Special Event permit was received from, Marc Wilson for a 1st Anniversary 

Celebration on April 10, 2010 from 4 pm to 1 am.  It is expected to have 50 people in 

attendance.   

 

Mr. Hamrick asked if fees have been waived in the past.  Mr. Simpson replied yes.  Mr. 

Eggleston announced if the fees are not waived, there is a party that will donate the fee.  Mr. 

Brazzle stated this is positive for the City and the fees should be waived.  Mr. Simpson stated 

fees have not been waived on any events for awhile and the City should not start waiving 

them again.     

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to approve Special Events #1through 4 excluding the waiver of 

the $150.00 fee for the banner for Special Event #1; Mt. Brazzle seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 7-0.   

 

Items for Discussion 

1. Discuss Chester County Multi Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan  

Mr. Simpson announced the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires that local governments 

have hazard mitigation plans approved by FEMA to be eligible for hazard mitigation funding 

programs. Hazard mitigation planning is the process through which hazards that threaten 

communities are identified, likely impacts of those hazards are determined, mitigation goals 

are set, and appropriate strategies to lessen impacts are determined, prioritized, and 

implemented. The planning process is heavily dependent on the participation of 

representatives from local government agencies and departments, the general public, and 

other stakeholder groups. 

 

Hazard mitigation is defined by FEMA as “any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate 

long-term risk to human life and property from a hazard event.” The results of a three-year, 

congressionally mandated independent study to assess future savings from mitigation 

activities provides evidence that mitigation activities are highly cost-effective. On average, 

each dollar spent on mitigation saves society an average of $4 in avoided future losses in 

addition to saving lives and preventing injuries (National Institute of Building Science Multi-

hazard Mitigation Council 2005).  

Mr. Molina explained the need for the Chester County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation 

Plan.  Mr. Marking asked if this is the updated version.  Mr. Molina replied yes.   

Council agreed to add the Resolution to the next agenda.   

 

2. Discuss Loading Zone  

Mr. Simpson announced a Central Business District merchant contacted the City Manager’s 

office expressing a concern for trucks parking in front of his store for long periods of time 

while delivering merchandise to other merchants in the area.  These vehicles are parking 

beside the cut out just west of the traffic light at Second Avenue and Lincoln Highway on the 

south side of the roadway where there is no parking allowed, but there is a need for deliveries 

to the merchants. Just passed the traffic light is an area used for a bus stop near the Gazebo; 

however, staff has looked at this location and believes there may be enough room to install a 

loading and unloading zone which, of course, requires the Council’s approval. 
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Mr. Reed explained tractor trailers are unloading next to the bump outs. The cars must cross 

over the yellow line to pass the trucks.  Mr. Hudson suggested a 10 minute loading zone 

placed in front of 204-206 East Lincoln Highway. Mr. Reed stated this will help the business 

district.  Mr. Reed suggested an Ordinance be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Mr. 

Marking asked if Penn Dot had the authority to make a loading Zone.  Mr. Reed replied no.  

Mr. Hudson stated there are currently no meters in the area.  Mr. Marking asked why the area 

was zoned no parking.  Mr. Brown explained the area was marked a bus top.      

Council agreed to add an Ordinance to the next agenda.   

  

3. Discuss Redevelopment Authority Member Resignation 

Mr. Simpson announced Richard Stonewall has submitted his resignation from the 

Coatesville Redevelopment Authority effective immediately.  In a meeting on March 15, the 

RDA Board of Directors accepted this resignation with regret and has asked that the City 

Council make a selection to fill this vacant position which expires December 31, 2011 

Mr. Simpson asked if anyone has submitted a letter of interest. Mr. Marking explained there 

is an application form on the website for Boards and Commissions.  Mrs. Jorgenson asked 

when looking into the RDA for the person to be inclusive and have some level of exposure 

and background.   Mrs. Jorgenson stated she is not sure if someone who was previously on is 

a good idea.  She stated she is interested in seeing new names.   Mr. Reed announced staff is 

working with Mr. Marking regarding the Boards and Commissions. There is an application 

on the web site.  The City will place an ad in the Daily Local News and Channel 66.  Mr. 

Simpson asked anyone interested in being placed on a Boards and Commission to submit a 

letter of interest to the City Manager.      

4. Discuss Truss Sign Ordinance  

Item was deleted under additions/deletions and modifications.   

 

5. Discuss Coatesville “BLOGTOWN” 

Mr. Simpson announced the Interim City Manager recently met with the Editor of the Daily 

Local News.  The Editor suggested that the City consider participating in the paper’s 

“BLOGTOWN” section of the E-paper, which would allow the City to provide various 

stories about the City and its projects in order to get feedback from the community.  The Staff 

has discussed this matter during its weekly meetings and is very excited about the positive 

possibilities to present the City governments efforts to reach out to our citizens and gain their 

views of the City’s projects and programs. 

Mr. Reed suggested using “Blogtown” to talk about municipal business. This is an 

opportunity to tell positive things going on in the City.  Mr. Simpson asked who would 

submit the information.  Mr. Reed replied staff would discuss in their weekly meeting what 

to place on the blog.   Mr. Reed suggested a trial run for a couple of months.  Mr. Marking 

stated he does not think this is the best use of our resources.  He commented that municipal 

blogs are not popular.  There is no control on what is being posted.  The City needs better 

control of their website.  The time should be invested in the website.  Mr. Eggleston stated 

the investment is the City having full control of the information.  The City has given enough 

ammo for the Daily Local to write about.   
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6. Discuss Reconstitution of City of Coatesville Authority  

Mr. Simpson announced the City created the Coatesville Redevelopment Authority in 2002 

which allowed the City to purchase and redevelop land and property located within the City 

boundaries.  State law provides that the RDA has no jurisdiction beyond the corporate limits.  

The RDA has, over the years, worked diligently to provide redevelopment in the City and 

has, in recent years, played a somewhat passive role in promoting economic development by 

working with several developers on properties owned by the RDA. 

 

The Interim City Manager has discussed the possibility of the RDA becoming more proactive 

in promoting economic development and job growth in the City as well as the region; 

however, because of the State law this capability is limited only to the City.  The Interim City 

Manager has discussed with the RDA, the RDA Solicitor and the City Solicitor the 

possibility of reconstituting the City of Coatesville Authority (CCA) which has the ability to 

act as an authority with many capabilities such as a recreation authority, parking authority, or 

an economic development authority anywhere in the Commonwealth.  He is proposing the 

City Council consider reconstituting the CCA and appointing the same members from the 

RDA to CCA plus two additional members since CCA’s by-laws require a seven member 

Board of Directors.  The CCA will be directed to proactively seek economic development 

and job creation inside the City as well as outside the City, particularly on the two properties 

owned by the City – the old City Landfill in Valley Township and the Conti property in West 

Brandywine Township.  The CCA could form a partnership with these two municipalities 

plus other municipalities as well as with private businesses and organizations to form 

regional partnerships for the economic development of and job creation in the Coatesville 

region.  This could be similar to the Johnstown Regional Partnership which has been very 

successful over its fifty years’ existence in attracting new businesses and industries to a 

declining community and creating hundreds of jobs in the region. 

 

Mr. Simpson announced the CCA can work outside the City limits, and the RDA can only 

work within the City limits.  Mr. Reed stated there is no Economic Development authority in 

the County.  There are several entities interested in partnering with the City to create an 

Economic Development Authority for our region.  Mr. Hamrick asked if the CCA works the 

same as the RDA.  Mr. Reed stated the CCA has the ability to work on downtown and 

outside of the community.  Mr. Hamrick stated they are two separate entities.   Mt. Carnes 

stated the CCA gives flexibility to work with any financial plan.  Mr. Marking stated if the 

members are transferred from the RDA to the CCA then the skills set would be different.  

Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Reed to look further into how to set it up.  The CCA would take 

away some of the limits of the RDA.  Mr. Reed reminded Council of the approval of a 

Regional Economic Development Study last year which has been proposed by the Western 

Chester County Chamber of Commerce.  He further mentioned that this study could coincide 

very well with the creation of an economic development authority such as CCA. 

 

7. Discuss Council Budget Work Session 

Mr. Simpson announced the Council is reminded that it has set a Council budget work 

session for Wednesday evening, March 24, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
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8. Discuss proceeding with Rental Property at 214 South Mount Airy Road  

Mr. Simpson explained the City previously rented the property located at 214 South Mount 

Airy Road in Valley Township for the amount of $1072.00 per month.  The tenants Philip 

and Cheryl Jacobini terminated their lease as of March 31, 2010.  Mr. Wilkinson will be 

accompanying the realtor/management firm on a final inspection.   

Mr. Marking asked why Mr. Wilkinson was walking through the inspection instead of Mr. 

Molina.  Marty stated the property is in Valley Township and not a City Codes Issue.  Mr. 

Carnes stated the City needs an Ordinance to rent the property.  The previous management 

contracted with Kenneth Grant Realty to manage the rent and property.  The City should have 

an Ordinance in place for the next rental.    

 

9. Discuss Website Development Contract 

Mr. Simpson announced an issue was presented as to whether the development of a website 

for the City requires public bidding or can be treated differently as a professional services 

exempt from public bidding.   

Mr. Reed stated as per Mr. Carnes the City can contract with Mr. Rounds for information to 

submit in a proposal.  In order, to get a price for the Request for Qualifications (RFQ), a very 

qualified individual needs to provide information for the (RFQ).  Mr. Marking stated in order 

to do an RFQ, the individual will need to know the needs and wants of the City. The initial 

set up of the RFQ is half of the development process of the website.  Mr. Marking suggested 

setting an amount in the budget for website development.   Mr. Reed asked Mr. Marking to 

help in developing the RFQ for the website.    

 

10. Discussion on Roymar Hall 

 

Mr. Marking stated a resident has brought up the issue regarding Roymar Hall. He heard it 

was going to be a shelter.  Mr. Marking asked if there were any issues with variances and if 

any changes have been applied for in Codes.  Mr. Molina stated the County knows what the 

use of the property is.  The remodeling has been brought before Codes.  The change in use 

has not been submitted.  Mr. Eggleston stated we are not talking about remodeling 

apartments but changing the use to a group home.  Mr. Molina stated he would talk to Mim 

Wheeler of the CYWA.  Mr. Marking stated the County has more knowledge of what’s going 

on.  Mr. Molina stated the major renovation was permitted.  Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Molina 

to provide Council with a copy of the permit application.  If the entity is changing the use of 

the building, the City should be notified of these changes.   

 

 

11. Grant application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Development for 

Phase II of the Early Intervention Program.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced in 2006 the City received a grant from the Pennsylvania Department 

of Community and Economic Development for the preparation of a study for the “Early 

Intervention Program”, which was prepared by Fairmont Capital Advisors, Inc., from 

Philadelphia.  This study analyzed the past and then current financial condition of the City 
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and made a number of recommendations for the economic recovery of the City.  Admittedly, 

very few of the recommendations have been implemented. 

 

One of the key recommendations is to increase the tax base of the community through 

economic development.  The Interim City Manager met with representatives from Fairmont 

Capital Advisors, Inc., and Econsult Corporation last Wednesday, to discuss the possible 

submission of a Phase II grant to PADCED to help the City prepare a plan for the economic 

development of the Central Business District and other businesses in the community.  The 

proposal for this grant application is enclosed for Council’s consideration.  The deadline for 

submission of this grant application is March 31, 2010.  Although there is a requirement for 

50% participation by the City, the Interim City Manager is encouraging the Council to 

authorize the submission of this application and the investigation of ways the City can 

provide the required match.  Mr. Reed added that the City will have another opportunity if 

the grant is approved and offered either to accept or turn down the funding for this project if 

the required local funds are not available at that time. 

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add regular Action Item #6, Receive and consider authorizing 

the Interim City Manager to execute a grant application to the Pennsylvania Department of 

Community and Development for Phase II of the Early Intervention Program on the agenda; 

Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 

  

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items Only  

Anthony Taylor – Resident 

Mr. Taylor announced he submitted a letter for the website design.  His experience in IT is listed in 

the letter and interested in showing the City how worthy he is in developing the City’s website.  He is 

a resident of the City of Coatesville.   

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to close Citizens’ Hearing on Regular Action Items only; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.   

 

Regular Action Items 
 

1.    Receive and consider approval to resolve dispute with Yneeka Hopkins in the amount of 

$16,000 

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to resolve dispute with Yneeka Hopkins in the amount of 

$16,000; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0-1.  Mr. Brazzle abstained 

from the vote.  . 

 

2.    Receive and consider a Resolution approving the Preliminary and Final Land 

Development Plan, with conditions for the Land Development Plan, referencing the 

development of an Office Building and Hotel Redevelopment Project, located along the 

west side of Route 82 north of Manor Road.   

Item was removed until the next meeting under additions/deletions and modifications.   
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3. Receive and consider a motion to transfer 100% of the interest earnings from the City’s 

Trust Fund to the City of Coatesville Rainy Day Fund beginning April 1, 2010 through 

December 2010.  

 

Mr. Simpson announced Article 49, Section 6 of the City Code requires that annual the City 

Council shall designate the percentage of the interest earned on the City Trust Fund to 

transfer to the City Rainy Day Fund that has the purpose of being used for a capital reserve 

fund.  In the past few years it does not appear the City Council has made this designation.  As 

a result 100% of the interest earned has been transferred to the Rain Day Fund and then 

immediately transferred to the City’s General Fund for use in helping to balance the budget. 

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the transfer 100% of the interest earnings from the 

City’s Trust Fund to the City of Coatesville Rainy Day Fund beginning April 1, 2010 through 

December 1, 2010 with the understanding the Council still has the opportunity to transfer 

these funds later; Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  

 

4.    Receive and consider First Reading of an Ordinance amending Chapter 190, Section 29 

of the Code of the City of Coatesville to address procedures for fee collection and 

penalties for late payments of the Solid Waste billing.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced during the February 22 meeting the staff presented information 

regarding a proposal to print the 2010 Solid Waste Billing to send out to the City customers.  

The staff took a closer look at the City Code pertaining to the solid waste ordinances and 

found that Article 190, Section 29 B provides that the City will send the bills after January 15 

to be paid in full by December 31 of the year of the billing.  Further, should there be a 

delinquency in payment after the due date of April 15, (unless quarterly payments have been 

arranged) an additional assessment of 30% penalty will be added to the customer’s bill.  

Looking at previous billing it appears that the City changed the billing to show a delinquency 

rate of 10% and a due date 90 days after the date of the billing.  Interpreting Article 190, 

Section 29 B it is the staff’s and the City Solicitor’s understanding, that there is no leeway in 

the ordinance in that the delinquency rate is 30% and the due date is April 15 before being 

considered delinquent regardless of when the bill is sent out by the City.  In the past several 

years the City has not sent out the solid waste bills until much beyond January 15, and simply 

added 90 days to the due date.  There is no information in the minutes that the Council 

authorized this change in billing which would have required an amendment to the ordinance. 

 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to approve for First Reading an Ordinance amending 

Chapter 190, Section 29 of the Code of the City of Coatesville to address procedures for 

fee collection and penalties for late payments with the addition of the 15% penalty; Mrs. 

Jorgenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.   
 

5.    Receive and consider changes for installation and monthly charges for Vector Security 

Contract 

 

The Council previouslyy authorized Vector Security to install additional security apparatus in 

City Hall.  During the installation several issues have arisen which require some deletions 

from the contract and several additions to the monthly charges as well as the installation 

costs.   
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Mr. Marking asked if the evidence room was still being done.  Chief Canale replied yes, by 

the Police Department.  Mr. Marking asked if the access to the safe has been changed.  Ms. 

Bjorhus stated the Finance Department is locked in front and back and can only be accessed 

by Finance Department.  Mr. Eggleston asked to have Vector Provide Council with a visual 

tour to see how the system works.  Mr. Marking asked if the pass code to the safe has been 

changed.  Ms. Denson stated the combination has not been changed in 13 years.  Mr. 

Marking stated the combinations should be changed.  Mr. Simpson stated he is concerned 

about the access to the safe.  There are more changes that need to be done.  Mr. Reed 

suggested having Vector Security come before the next executive meeting and provide 

Council with a tour.  Mr. Marking stated that during the tour Council will find areas that will 

need to be tweaked.   

 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve the changes for installation and monthly charges for 

Vector Security contract; Mr. Marking seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.   

 

6.    Receive and consider authorization for T&M Associates to continue the projects 

previously contracted to CMX temporarily and authorize the Interim City Manager to 

work with T&M to prepare a contract for said services.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced after requests for qualifications, CMX Engineers were appointed as 

the City’s consulting engineers in April 2008 and appointed again this past February 22.  

CMX is involved in ten City projects including the Marriott Hotel, Millview Estates, Train 

Station Parking Lots, Brandywine Riverwalk, etc.   

 

We have been notified that the CMX office serving Coatesville was closed on Friday, March 

12.  There was no notification by CMX regarding the status of its working relationship with 

the City.  All of the employees of CMX that were working on the City projects have been 

employed by the engineering firm, T&M Associates, which has the same or very similar 

capabilities as CMX.  In order to have a smooth transition with all of these projects, the staff 

believes it is important that these same personnel continue to assist the City to the completion 

of the projects.  A letter from Mr. Gary Dahms, Executive Vice President and Chief 

Operating Officer of T&M has advised his firm is “prepared to begin performing services 

immediately as the City Engineer to the City of Coatesville on the same terms you have had 

with CMX.”   T&M also advises they are working to bring the CMX people with whom we 

have worked into the T&M firm. 

 

In light of the many projects underway using the personnel from CMX, and the difficulty it 

would cause for the City to seek other firms to carry on the projects work load, the staff is 

recommending the City Council enter into a contract with T&M to provide the engineering 

services to complete all ten projects now underway. 

 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to authorize T&M Associates to continue the projects 

previously contracted to CMX temporarily and authorize the Interim City Manager to work 

with T&M to prepare a contract for said services; Mr. Marking seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed 6-0.  Mr. Eggleston was not present for the vote.     
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7.    Receive and consider authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute a grant 

application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Development for Phase 

II of the Early Intervention Program.   

 

In 2006 the City received a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and 

Economic Development for the preparation of study for the “Early Intervention Program”, 

which was prepared by Fairmont Capital Advisors, Inc., from Philadelphia.  This study 

analyzed the past and then current financial condition of the City and made a number of 

recommendations for the economic recovery of the City.  Admittedly, very few of the 

recommendations have been implemented. 

 

One of the key recommendations is to increase the tax base of the community through 

economic development.  The Interim City Manager met with representatives from Fairmont 

Capital Advisors, Inc., and Econsult Corporation last Wednesday, to discuss the possible 

submission of a Phase II grant to PADCED to help the City prepare a plan for the economic 

development of the Central Business District and other businesses in the community.  The 

proposal for this grant application is enclosed for Council’s consideration.  The deadline for 

submission of this grant application is March 31, 2010.  Although there is a requirement for 

50% participation by the City, the Interim City Manager is encouraging the Council to 

authorize the submission of this application and the investigation of ways the City can 

provide the required match. 

 

Mr. Marking stated the City does not have to take grant if awarded.  Mr. Reed stated if the 

City receives the grant, it can accept or deny the grant. 

   

Mr. Marking made a motion authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute a grant 

application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Development for Phase II of 

the Early Intervention Program; Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  

 

 

Solicitors Report 

 

Mr. Carnes announced the City met with owners of the Fleetwood Street homes affected by the fire.  

The owners were provided with options regarding their properties.  After a game plan is in place, a 

bid package will go out.    

 

City Manager’s Report 

 

Mr. Reed announced during their regular meeting on Monday, March 15, 2010, the Redevelopment 

Authority appointed Mr. Rob Barry as Assistant Executive Director as I requested.  Rob is the 

Redevelopment Project Director for the City and has been involved in many of the RDA’s activities 

on an on-going basis.  He will continue to work on the City’s projects and prepare grants, but he will 

take on similar responsibilities with the RDA.  He will receive a stipend of $1,000 per month which 

is available in the RDA’s budget. 

 

Mr. Reed announced it was his pleasure to represent the City during Graystone Society’s Rebecca 

Lukens Award ceremony on Thursday March 18, 2010.  This year’s recipient was Ms. Gladys 

Flamer who was recognized for her many years of community involvement, leadership and passion 
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to help others.  There were more than 100 family and friends in attendance at the Lukens Office 

Building.  She also received tributes from U.S. Representative Jim Gerlach, the Pennsylvania State 

Senate, the Pennsylvania House of Delegates and from Governor Ed Rendell.  At 103 years old (and 

in tow months will be 104 years old), Ms. Flamer thrilled the audience with her own fifteen minute 

response to her award.   

 

Mr. Reed announced the Brandywine Conservancy is in the process of submitting a Growing Greener 

grant to the State part of which would be used to plant trees in Coatesville.  The locations proposed 

are on the southern end of the City’s property on Route 82 close to Manor Road and along the 

Riverwalk.   

 

Mr. Reed announced the groundbreaking ceremony for the Riverwalk was held Friday Morning from 

Gateway Park.  All three County Commissioners and Pat Bokovitz, County Director of the 

Department of Community Development, attended and spoke at the Ceremony as well as 

Representative Hennessey.  The project is definitely underway.   

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items  

 

Matt Baker – Resident 

 

Mr. Baker asked if all members of staff on the Redevelopment Authority are necessary.  Mr. Baker 

announced the Riverwalk is a step in the right direction.  Mr. Baker voiced his concerns on the lack 

of publicity for the Riverwalk groundbreaking.  Mr. Baker asked if the street sweeper is overtime for 

Saturday.  Mr. Baker voiced his concerns on the trash in the City.   

 

Harry Colon – Resident 

 

Mr. Colon explained the street sweeper cannot get by cars on Walnut and Rosemont Street.  There 

are no tickets on the cars.  Mr. Colon suggested reassessing the City real estate values to provide 

additional revenue for developing the streets.  Mr. Colon heard the building at Roymar Hall will be 

for women and transitional health care.   

 

Anthony Harkins - Resident 

 

Mr. Harkins stated he has high hopes for this council. Mr. Harkins voiced his concerns regarding the 

potholes in the streets.  He asked to possibly set up a meeting with the president and vice president of 

Council to discuss his concerns.  Mr. Harkins suggested making all alleys one way.    

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to close citizen’s hearings on non agenda items; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0.  

 

Council Comments 

 

Mrs. Jorgenson had no comments at this time.   

 

Mr. Hamrick stated the lights on 1st Avenue and Lincoln Highway are out.  Mr. Barnes replied a call 

has been made for the repairs.  Mr. Hamrick stated there is graffiti on the walls at the train station 

and the trash cans are always full.  He asked if there was anyone who maintained or if there was 



City Council Meeting  

March 22, 2010 

 

Page 12 of 12 

 

surveillance on the property. Mr. Hamrick asked if the curfew law will be enforced.  Chief Canale 

stated the Police do a park wand walk around the train station and the department is enforcing the 

curfew.  Mr. Hamrick asked if $6,000 was for the total for the snow removal or just overtime.    

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for taking time out of their busy schedule to attend the Council 

Meeting.  Mrs. Jones wished everyone a good night.   

 

Mr. Marking acknowledged staff for the transition with new council.  He thanked Mr. Barry for his 

organization.  Mr. Marking agreed with Mr. Baker regarding the Roymar Hall property.  He has lived 

near the property on Lincoln Highway.  He has brought up issues for five years and nothing has been 

done.   

 

Mr. Eggleston encouraged everyone to fill out the 2010 Census form.  In the previous census, the 

City was undercounted.  Mr. Eggleston asked anyone who had questions on the census to contact him 

via email or phone.  The number and address are available on the City’s website.  The census is 

important to the City.   

 

Mr. Brazzle thanked everyone for coming out this evening and their continuous support.   

 

Mr. Simpson thanked staff for “rolling with the punches.”  Mr. Simpson thanked fellow council 

members.  There has been a significant change in Council.  There were six long years of bickering 

and fighting.  Over the past couple of months, a lot has been going on and there are a lot of tough 

decisions to make.  The decisions are easier with the Council now.  The City will continue to move 

forward.   

 

Adjournment 

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:13 pm; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 7-0.  

 

Wayne Reed  

Interim City Manager 


