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Minutes 

Coatesville City Council Meeting 

Monday, February 22, 2010 

 

Regular Session 

Council President Edward Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. Council Members present were Council President Edward Simpson, 

Council Vice President Karl Marking, Messrs., Jarrell Brazzle, Martin Eggleston, Joseph 

Hamrick, and Ingrid W. Jones. Staff members present included City Solicitor John Carnes, 

Interim City Manager, Ted Reed, Assistant City Manager Kirby Hudson, Director of Urban 

Planning and Codes Enforcement Damalier Molina, Director of Public Works Donald 

Wilkinson, Director of Finance Stacy Bjorhus, Fire Chief Kevin Johnson, Police Chief Julius 

Canale, and recording secretary Ruthann Mowday.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced that Council met in Executive Session earlier on February 22, 2010 at 

5:30 p.m. for the purpose of discussing Personnel and Legal. 

 

Mr. Simpson announced Mrs. Jorgenson would not be in attendance this evening.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to approve the minutes of February 8, 2010 with modifications; 

Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.     

 

Approval of Payables 

Mr. Marking made the motion to approve the accounts payable listing dated February 19, 2010; 

Mr.  Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.   

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Mr. Eggleston made the motion to delete Regular Action Item #5 Receive and consider First 

Reading an Ordinance  amending Chapter 203, Article III, of the Code of the City of 

Coatesville to (1) reflect a change in title from “Emergency and Municipal Tax Services Tax” 

to “Local Services Tax” as provided by Revisions to the Local Tax Enabling Act; (2) Raise the 

exemption amount of the tax from $600 to $12,000; and (3) add additional provisions in 

accordance with revisions to the Local Tax Enabling Act, Regular Action Item #6   Receive 

and Consider First Reading an Ordinance amending Chapter 203, Article VIII (Business 

Privilege Tax) of the Code of the City of Coatesville to conform with revisions made to the 

Local Tax Enabling Act, 53 P.S. 6924.01, et.seq. and provide for a higher exemption; and 

Regular Action Item #7  Receive and consider First Reading an Ordinance amending Chapter 

203, Article I of the Code of the City of Coatesville by amending Section 203-4(A)(6) until 

City Council receives more clarity; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.  

 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to delete Parking Strategy under Items of Discussion; Mrs. Jones 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.   

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add to Items of Discussion the PA Weed and Seed ARRA grant 

for $80,000 from the Pennsylvania Commissions for Crime and Delinquency; Mr. Brazzle 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.  
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Presentation 

1. Swearing In, Interim City Manager, Wayne G. “Ted” Reed 

Mr. Reed stated he asked Magisterial District Judges Grover Koon and Gregory Hines to 

attend the swearing in ceremony.  Judge Hines was unable to attend due to a prior 

commitment.  Mr. Reed thanked everyone for their wonderful support.   

 

Mr. Reed was sworn in as Interim City Manager by Magisterial District Judge Grover 

Koon as Chief Julius Canale held the bible.    

 

2. Police Athletic League (PAL) – Coatesville Community Memorial Center 

Detective Pawling announced the Coatesville Police Athletic League has been serving the 

youth of Coatesville since the year 2000. PAL has interacted with our City youth sports 

programs, activities and learning programs.  The Coatesville Police Athletic League 

(PAL) is incorporated and is a non-profit organization run by 6 members.  Coatesville 

PAL is also a member of the National PAL.  Coatesville PAL has served over 100 youth 

per year without the advantages of a building.  By obtaining a building PAL will be better 

able to serve the needs of the Coatesville Area youth by providing additional programs 

and life skills support.   Pal will be able to run supervised after school programs in 

connection with other area agencies that already supply programs throughout the 

Coatesville School District.  The addition of the building for the PAL program will 

provide a safe and structured environment for the area youth to meet and participate in 

activities such as: Homework buddies; Updated computer lab to better assist with 

homework; Classes on word, power point and related programs; Mentoring program; 

Movie nights; Game nights; CPR classes; Bike Rodeo, Fitness Class and CSI camp.   

 

In addition to housing PAL programs the building would also be a home to a police 

substation.  This will allow officers to meet and interact with the youth in a positive way.  

The hope is the officers and young people will have an opportunity to build relationships 

of true, respect and understanding.  The building will also be utilized as a curfew center 

and Weed and Seed offices in an effort to have a stable location to pull the community 

together and support and meet the needs of the youth of the community.   

 

Ms. Carolyn Johnson urged Council to consider the lease for the Community Center to 

the PAL Program.  It is essential for the youth to establish a relationship with the Police 

Department.  The youth in the City need a place to go.   

 

Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Hamrick and Mr. Brazzle to set up a meeting with the 

Community Center Board and include Chief Canale and a member of PAL.   

 

Mr. Carnes asked PAL to consider a shorter lease term.  Ms. Johnson stated a short term 

lease may stop granting funds for improvements.  Mr. Reed asked for staff to become 

more involved.  Mr. Reed asked for an analysis to be completed and bring in front of 

council with recommendations.   

 

Mr. Eggleston asked if the pools were included in funding.  Ms. Johnson stated no, due to 

safety reasons.   
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3. First National Bank of Chester County – John Stoddard  

Mr. Stoddard asked to retain the relationship with the City of Coatesville.  1st National 

Bank has managed the assets of the Reserve Trust Fund since 2001.  The investments 

have been compliant with the Third Class City Code which is a mandate on the account.  

Mr. Marking inquired about improving the reports.  Mr. Stoddard stated he could supply 

any data requested.  Ms. Bjorhus asked if she could get benchmarks to performance.  Mr. 

Stoddard can provide monthly reports with the appropriate benchmarks.  Mr. Carnes 

asked if the City would receive a penalty for moving the money out of the account.  Mr. 

Stoddard stated there are fees to move the money.  Mr. Eggleston asked if 1st National 

Bank will open an office in the City.  Mr. Stoddard explained 1st National is in the 

process of being acquired by Tower Bank Corp.  It is too early to say if a branch will be 

opening in Coatesville.   

 

4. Princeton Green Association 

Ms. Talone announced she has been working with the City for nine months and 

conducted an energy Audit on City Hall.  She provided three recommendations: green 

roof,; big bell solar trash cans and a wireless energy management system.   

 

Ms. Talone recommended Roofing Resource Inc. a national company for the green roof.  

The roof is white with encapsulation. A green roof has long life and low maintenance.  

City Hall’s current roof has and r factor from 12 to 25.  The City should put in stations in 

the roof to eventually install solar panels.      

 

Mr. Lockwood explained Big Belly compactors are an ideal way to build public 

awareness of cleaning and greening the City, while reducing operating costs of waste 

disposal over the long term. The big belly is durable and weighs 300 pounds with a skid 

plat anchor into the ground.  They are made with vandalism in mind.   

 

Ms. Talone presented Wireless Energy Management for the City of Coatesville.  The 

wireless energy management system will reduce the electrical consumption in City Hall 

in various ways.  The City’s current system is 17 years old.  Ms. Talone presented 

Council with a recommended approach to help the beautification efforts in the City of 

Coatesville.   

 

5. Financial Report – Stacy Bjorhus 

Ms. Bjorhus explained the 2009 Financial Report is not completed.  All of the 2009 

expenses have not been received    The Report shows revenues up to January 31, 2010.  

There are revenues posted back to 2009.  There was a small glitch in the salaries for 

2010.  The first few days of January hit the 2009 pay year and are in the W-2’s for 2009 

instead of 2010.  The expense hit 2009.  Mr. Reed requested copies of the financial report 

to be placed at the reception desk once a month with the agendas.   

 

Special Events 

 

1. A Special Event Permit was received from Coatesville Little League for the use of 

Abdala Park from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm starting March 1, 2010 and ending July 31, 2010 
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Mr. Hamrick made the motion to approve a Special Event permit from Coatesville Little 

League for the use of Abdala Park from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm starting March 1, 2010 and 

ending July 31, 2010l Mr. Eggleston seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

2. A Special Event Permit was received from Coatesville Kid Raiders for the use of Abdala 

Park  from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm starting August 1, 2010 and ending November 25, 2010 

Mr. Eggleston made a motion to approve a Special Event Permit from Coatesville Kid 

Raiders for the use of Abdala Park from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm starting August 1, 2010 and 

ending November 25, 2010; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

3. A Special Event Permit was received from Virtuous Sister for Christ (VSC) Ministries 

for a VSC Ministries 4th Annual “Lock Arms for Christ” and Victory Parade and Rally 

for Peace on Saturday, March 27, 2010 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  It is anticipated 300 

people will attend.  The parade will begin at gateway Park on 1st Avenue and Lincoln 

Highway and travel East on Lincoln Highway stopping for prayer at every City block 

ending at Abdala Park on 9th Avenue and Lincoln Highway where the Church will stage 

for services.  They are requesting Police escorts to lead and follow the parade.  Also, they 

request the City set roadblocks throughout the Parade.   

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve a Special Event Permit Virtuous Sister for Christ 

(VSC) Ministries for a VSC Ministries 4th Annual “Lock Arms for Christ” and Victory 

Parade and Rally for Peace on Saturday, March 27, 2010 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  It is 

anticipated 300 people will attend.  The parade will begin at gateway Park on 1st Avenue 

and Lincoln Highway and travel East on Lincoln Highway stopping for prayer at every 

City block ending at Abdala Park on 9th Avenue and Lincoln Highway where the Church 

will stage for services; Mr. Eggleston seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

4. A Special Event Permit was received from Lewis and Clark Circus for the use of 

Gateway Park on Sunday, June 6, 2010 from 8:00 am to 8:30 pm.  It is anticipated 300-

400 people will attend.   

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to approve a Special Event Permit from Lewis and Clark 

Circus for the use of Gateway Park on Sunday, June 6, 2010 from 8:00 am to 8:30 pm; 

Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Items for Discussion 

1. Boards and Commissions 

Mr. Reed asked staff to provide a synopsis of the qualifications for each of the Boards 

and Commissions.  Once the information is compiled, it will be available for the public.  

City Council asked for volunteers to submit their interest for the Boards and 

Commissions.   Mr. Marking stated he would work with staff for any disconnects in the 

minutes regarding the vacancies and terms for the Boards and Commissions.   

 

2. Solid Waste Invoicing Proposal 

Ms. Bjorhus reviewed the proposal from Matrix, 4Gov and in house for the development 

and mailing of the 2010 Solid Waste Invoices.  A colored insert will be placed with each 

invoice regarding payments for the 2008 and 2009 year.  Ms. Bjorhus suggested Matrix 

for the 2010 billing.  Ms. Bjorhus stated all information will be on the invoice.  Mr. 

Carnes stated the invoices will be up to date per the Ordinance.  Mr. Marking asked for a 

copy of the mock invoice at the next meeting.  Mr. Simpson asked for the item to be 

placed on the March 8, 2010 agenda.   
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3. Weed and Seed $80,000 grant 

Mr. Reed presented a letter from the dated January 28, 2010, from the Pennsylvania 

Commission on Crime and Delinquency, informing the City of approval of our 

application for Federal ARRA/Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program funds in the 

amount of $80,000.  This Federal grant is for the continuing operation of the City’s Weed 

and Seed Program for the period of July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2010.  Mr. Reed asked the 

Council to place this on the March 8, 2010, agenda for consideration of acceptance.    

 

4. Finance Committee 

Mr. Simpson asked for volunteers from Council as a member for the Finance Committee.  

Mr. Hamrick and Mr. Marking volunteered for the Finance Committee.  Mr. Reed 

suggested waiting on appointing a member to the Finance Committee until all members 

of Council are present.  Mr. Simpson asked for the items to be placed on the March 8, 

2010 agenda.    

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items 

April Barkasi - CMX Engineering 

Ms. Barkasi stated she has been working with the City for a couple of years.  Ms. Barkasi 

provide Council with a brief overview of the services provided by CMX Engineering.  Mr. 

Marking asked if CMX is a National Firm.  Ms. Barkasi replied yes.   

 

James Pitcherella – Coatesville 

Mr. Pitcherella asked Council to reappoint Thomas Comitta Associates.  The company has 

been with the City for many years and has provided excellent service to the Planning 

Commission.   

 

Mr. Marking made the motion to close Citizens’ Hearings on Regular Action Items; Mrs. Jones 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.   

 

Regular Action Items 

 

1.    Receive and consider CZOP/Spector Inc. for Professional Engineering services for the 

year 2010 

Item approved as one in action item #3 

 

2.    Receive and consider CMX for Professional Engineering services for the year 2010. 

Item approved as one in action item #3 

 

3.    Receive and consider Thomas Comitta Associates services for the year 2010.  

Mr. Eggleston asked Mr. Carnes if Regular Action Items 1, 2 and 3 could be approved as 

one motion.  After a brief discussion Mr. Carnes replied Council can make a motion to 

approve Regular Action Items 1, 2 and 3 as one motion.     

 

Mr. Eggleston made the motion to approve CZOP/Spector Inc. for Professional 

Engineering services; CMX for Professional Engineering services for the year 2010 and 
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Thomas Comitta Associates for the year 2010; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion. Motion 

passed 6-0.   

 

 

4.    Receive and consider First Reading an Ordinance authorizing the City of Coatesville to 

enter into an Agricultural Lease for the Conti Property owned by the City according to 

certain terms favorable to the City and further authorizing the property by Resolution for 

terms approved by City Council prior to the growing season for any year the City wishes 

to continue the lease property consistent with procedures governing contracts.  

Mr. Hamrick questioned the taxes on the property.  Ms. Bjorhus explained the taxes and 

the property is eligible for Act 319.  Mr. Marking asked for the application for ACT 319 

on the property to be placed on another agenda.  Ms. Bjorhus explained the City must 

submit the application prior to June 30, 2010.    Mr. Marking inquired about insurance on 

the property.  Mr. Carnes stated Mr. Smoker has insurance.   

 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to approve the First Reading an Ordinance authorizing the 

City of Coatesville to enter into an Agricultural Lease for the Conti Property owned by 

the City according to certain terms favorable to the City and further authorizing the 

property by Resolution for terms approved by City Council prior to the growing season 

for any year the City wishes to continue the lease property consistent with procedures 

governing contracts; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.  

 

Interim City Manager’s Report 

Mr. Reed read a prepared statement.  Statement attached.  

 

Mr. Reed stated a copy of the managers’ report will be available at the reception desk before 

every meeting with the agenda.   

 

Mr. Reed announced the City is currently working on a new website to provide updated 

information on the City of Coatesville.   

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items 

Dane Tilghman – Coatesville  

Mr. Tilgman announced he is in the process of opening a Coffee and Baked Goods shop at 239 

Harmony.  He hopes to have the shop open by April.  Mr. Tilghman stated the development is 

currently in front of the Zoning Hearing Board for a parking variance.  Mr. Tilghman stated he 

stands before Council to introduce himself and let everyone know what he is bringing to the City.   

 

Richard Jenkins – Cochranville, PA 

Mr. Jenkins introduced himself as a member of the Coatesville Adult Baseball League.  Mr. 

Jenkins stated the League was approved for the use of the Ash Park field as long as they 

maintained the field.  Mr. Jenkins asked if the City could maintain the field and the League 

would pay an additional $300.00 for the maintenance.  The League currently pays $500 per year 

for the use of the field and has offered $800.00 per year provided the City maintain the field.  Mr. 

Simpson asked Mr. Reed and Mr. Wilkinson meet to discuss the maintenance for the league 

usage.   

 

Ben Bruton 



  City Council Meeting 

  February 22, 2010  

Page 7 of 8 

 

Mr. Bruton asked inquired about the trash pickup on the Holiday.  The informational packet was 

incorrect.  The packet stated Monday was a Holiday, but trash was picked up on this day.  Mr. 

Marking stated the packet was not approved by Council.  Mr. Bruton commented on the cars on 

Cedar Street with expired registrations and inspections.  Mr. Bruton explained how he moved to 

Coatesville because of the Development Plans once held by the City.  The hope is to have 

pictures on the walls of what the City could be.  Mr. Bruton stated the sharing information with 

the public is tenfold better.   

  

John Pawlowski 

Mr. Pawlowski asked the PAL Program to consider an Archery Program.  The Community 

Center currently has equipment in the basement from previous years of training during Summer 

Camp.  Mr. Pawlowski offered his services to help instruct the youth of the City understand and 

learn Archery.  Mr. Pawlowski stated he is a certified instructor.   

 

Harry Colon 

Mr. Colon suggested the City sell the RDA the Community Center.   The Redevelopment 

Authority can sell the Community Center to PAL with a reverter clause.  Mr. Colon stated the 

Community Center is a perfect fit for the PAL Program.   

 

Mr. Marking made the motion to close citizens hearing on non-agenda items; Mrs. Jones 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Council Comments 

Mr. Hamrick thanked everyone for coming out and participating this evening.   

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for coming out this evening.  The presence is refreshing an 

encouraging.  She asked everyone to please continue to encourage and to support us.  Mrs. Jones 

wished everyone a good night.   

 

Mr. Marking thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  Mr. Marking asked administration and 

the board to acquire quotes for vendors.  Mr. Marking stated he looks forward to working with 

Mr. Reed.  Mr. Marking asked for discussion on budget meetings to be on the next agenda.      

 

Mr. Eggleston thanked Chief Canale and the Fire Department for a job well done.  Mr. Eggleston 

explained during the last council meeting, he left due to a fuel spill at his home.  Chief Canale 

and the Fire Department found the problem and the issue was resolved.   

 

Mr. Brazzle thanked everyone for attending this evening.  Mr. Brazzle thanked Mr. Wilkinson 

and the Public Works Department for the job well done on the snow removal.  Mr. Brazzle stated 

the City received a record amount of snow, instead of complaining “go out and help”.  People 

should take the initiative to get out and help.   

 

Mr. Simpson thanked Mr. Reed.  Mr. Simpson stated he is glad Mr. Reed is here and looks 

forward to working with him.  It has been a trying couple of weeks with the Snow.  Public Works 

did not do a bad job with the staff they had available.   

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Marking made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:05 pm.; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-1.  Mr. Eggleston was the dissenting vote.   
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Wayne G. Reed 

Interim City Manager 


