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Minutes 

Coatesville City Council Meeting 

Monday, February 8, 2010 

 

Regular Session 

Council President Edward Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and welcomed everyone to the 

meeting. Council Members present were Council President Edward Simpson, Council Vice President Karl 

Marking, Messrs., Jarrell Brazzle, Joseph Hamrick, Ingrid W. Jones, and Karen Jorgenson. Staff members 

present included City Solicitor John Carnes, Interim City Manager Kirby Hudson, Director of Urban 

Planning and Codes Enforcement Damalier Molina, Director of Public Works Donald Wilkinson, Director 

of Finance Stacy Bjorhus, Fire Chief Kevin Johnson, Police Chief Julius Canale, and recording secretary 

Ruthann Mowday.   

 

Mr. Simpson announced that Council met in Executive Session earlier on February 8, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. for 

the purpose of discussing Personnel and Legal. 

 

Mr. Simpson announced Mr. Eggleston would not be in attendance for the Regular scheduled meeting.  

Mr. Eggleston attended the executive session and was called away for an emergency.  Mr. Simpson 

announced Mrs. Jorgenson would be a little late.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Marking made the motion to approve the minutes of January 25, 2010; Mrs. Jones seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 5-0.     

 

Approval of Payables 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to approve the accounts payable listing dated February 5, 2010; Mr.  

Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

Additions, Deletions or Modifications to the Agenda 

Mr. Marking made the motion to add Regular Action Item # 3, a Resolution to terminate services of Harry 

Walker as City Manager; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Mr. Marking made the motion to add Regular Action Item # 4, a Resolution to approve the contract to hire 

Wayne G. “Ted” Reed as Interim City Manager; Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add Regular Action Item #5, Vector Security Systems; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Items for Discussion 

 

1. City of Coatesville Vendor List 

Mr. Simpson explained CZOP/Spector Inc. was never approved by Council.  Mr. Simpson asked Mr. 

Molina to provide Council with the professional service application with a list of fees for 

CZOP/Spector Inc.  CMX will need to provide the same information.  The service agreements are 

approved annually.  CMX needs to be approved for 2010.  Mr. Simpson asked for the agreements to 

be placed on the next agenda.   
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2. Vector Security 

Mr. Marking explained the current status of security system for City Hall.  

 

Mr. Marking made a motion to add Regular Action Item #5, Vector Security Systems; Mr. Hamrick 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.  

  

Mrs. Jorgenson arrived at 8:00 pm.   

  

3. Boards and Commissions 

Mr. Simpson explained several Board and Commission members terms have expired.  Mr. Simpson 

asked Council to provide a list of residents interested in serving on the various Boards and 

Commissions.   

 

4. Pal Lease Agreement – Coatesville Memorial Community Center 

Mr. Simpson asked Chief Canale to have PAL provide Council with a presentation at the next 

Council meeting.  Mr. Simpson asked Chief Canale to set up a meeting with the Community Center 

Board and PAL to discuss the programs.   

 

5. Leonard Smoker, lease to farm on Conti Property 

Mr. Carnes explained he spoke with Mr. Smoker regarding the Lease for the property.  Mr. Carnes 

stated Mr. Smoker has agreed to pay the City $150.00 per acre.  Mr. Simpson asked for the lease to 

be placed on the next meeting’s agenda.   

 

6. Vacant Properties Ordinance 

Mr. Molina explained the reason for the Ordinance changes.  The Ordinance needs to be tweaked.  

Mr. Carnes reviewed the required changes.   

 

7. Civil Service Regulations 

Chief Canale explained the Civil Service Commission has only one member.  The Commission is 

apprised of three members.  One member’s term expired on December 31, 2009.  There are items to 

be addressed by the Commission and not enough members for approval.  Mr. Simpson asked Council 

to provide recommendations for the Commission at the next meeting.   

 

8. Land Development and Potential Variances 

a. Coatesville Inn Associates 

Mr. Molina explained Coatesville Inn Associates is seeking a variance to allow the same use 

parking stalls at different times in order to meet the paring requirements.   

b. Dane Tilghman 

Mr. Molina explained Dane Tilghman is seeking a variance for parking for a Restaurant at 239 

Harmony Street. 

c. Nigel Pierre 

Mr. Molina explained Nigel Pierre is seeking a variance for a 45.33 foot canopy/awning sign.  

The proposed use exceeds the requirements. 

d. Walgreens 

Mr. Hudson stated a status report is part of the City Managers Report.   

 

9. Ordinance Change Request 

Ms. Bjorhus explained the changes required for the Business Privilege Tax and Mechanical Device 

Fees.  Mr. Simpson asked for the Ordinance to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda.   
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10. Cornerstone Advisors Asset Management, LLP 

Mr. Bjorhus explained she called the references forwarded to Council and could not get anyone to 

say anything bad about them.   Ms. Bjorhus explained the difference between First National Bank 

and Cornerstone Advisors Asset.  The City would not receive a penalty for moving the money.   

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Regular Action Items 

There were no citizens’ hearings for regular action items at this time.   

 

Regular Action Items 

 

1. Receive and consider a motion to approve Resolution approving James R. Kenney Excavating and 

Paving, Inc. for the Construction of Brandywine Creek Trail Phase 1 Part B, including Alternate A, B 

and C in accordance with the review of the bids by Buchart Horn, Inc.   

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve Resolution approving James R. Kenney Excavating and 

Paving, Inc. for the Construction of Brandywine Creek Trail Phase 1 Part B, including Alternate A, B 

and C in accordance with the review of the bids by Buchart Horn, Inc.; Mr. Marking seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 6-0.  

 

2. Receive and consider a motion approving the 2010 City of Coatesville Emergency Operations Plan  

Mr. Marking asked staff to provide Council with an updated checklist.   

 

Mr. Brazzle made a motion to approve the 2010 City of Coatesville Emergency Operations Plan; 

Mrs. Jorgenson seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

3. Receive and consider a motion to approve a  Resolution to terminate services of Harry Walker as 

City Manager 

Mr. Hamrick made a motion to approve a Resolution to terminate service for Harry Walker as City 

Manager; Mr. Brazzle seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-1.  Mrs. Jorgenson was the dissenting 

vote.   

 

4. Receive and consider a Resolution approve the contract to hire Wayne G. “Ted” Reed as Interim City 

Manager for one year starting February 16, 2010 

Mr. Marking made a motion to approve a Resolution approving the contract to hire Wayne G. “Ted” 

Reed as Interim City Manager for one year starting February 16, 2010; Mr. Hamrick seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

  

5. Receive and consider a motion to approve an upgrade to the Security System for Coatesville City 

Hall by Vector Security Systems   

Mrs. Jorgenson asked if the upgrade was in the budget.  Mr. Simpson explained it will require a 

budget amendment.   

 

Mr. Marking made the motion to approve an upgrade to the Security System for City Hall by Vector 

Security Systems; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0.  

 

Interim City Manager’s Report 

Mr. Hudson announced during the last Council Meeting he reported that he met with two developers to 

discuss the possible purchase & development of three different buildings within the City’s CBD.  Last 

week on Wednesday, February 3rd, he met with the two developers and they have decided to purchase 

the Milanese Property (originally YMCA). The JonesCo and the Spirit Entertainment Group have plans 
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to convert the building into offices and classrooms.  Plans have not been finalized but the building will 

ultimately become the home to a recognized college / university to offer professional certifications as 

well as associate degree programs.  Although discussions between the developers and the college are 

still ongoing, both sides indicated they are very much interested is seeing this project become a reality.  

 

Mr. Hudson announced on Friday, February 5th, Staff had a phone meeting with the Chester County 

Department of Community Development regarding the City’s plans for the use of the Demolition 

Funding for Fleetwood and Oak Street.  The City is ready to place for bids its’ plans for the removal of 

all unsafe structures.  We will be working very closely with the County to ensure a streamed lined 

system.  

 

Mr. Hudson announced on Wednesday, February 3rd, Staff (Fire Chief Kevin Johnson) attended a 

seminar at the Philadelphia Fire Academy regarding incident command and the unified command 

system.  The main topic of discussion (as a training exercise example) was the commuter train crash 

that occurred back on June 22, 2009 in the Washington DC area.  The case study stressed the 

involvement of several agencies as well as the FBI, Secret Service, & the National Transportation 

Safety Board (NTSB).  Discussions included the incident from the time of dispatch to arriving at the 

crash site, the need for additional resources and the coordinated efforts to take care of the injuries.  

This was a very important training session because we (the City of Coatesville) have many commuter 

trains as well as freight trains that pass through our area every day.  In short, this type of incident could 

very well occur here. 

Mr. Hudson announced on Thursday, January 27th, staff (Director of Public Works – Don Wilkinson) 

attended a meeting regarding requirements for reporting the National Pollution Discharge Erosion and 

Sediment Controls (NPDES) for Phase II Stormwater Management. The meeting was held in West 
Bradford TWP and was well attended by many other municipalities. 

Mr. Hudson announced he met with staff to discuss and finalize the City’s Plans for the River Walk 

Project Ground- breaking Ceremony.  The River Walk Event will take place on Friday, February 19th, 

@ 10:00 AM at the River Walk Entrance (near the intersection of Route 30 – Lincoln HWY and Route 

82.  (NOTE) The inclement weather date will be on the following Friday, February 26th.  Invitations 
were sent out to State, County & Local Officials.  

Mr. Hudson announced on Thursday, February 4th Staff along with the City Solicitor (John Carnes) met 

with Walgreens regarding their project.  Mr. Hudson reported the project is very much alive and 

Walgreens is still committed to Coatesville. 

 

Mr. Hudson announced on Wednesday, February 24th Staff will be attending The 2010 Urban Centers 

meeting hosted by The Chester County Economic Development Council.  The Economic Development 

Council will be presenting information about the Recovery Zone bonds and how the urban centers may 

apply to use these funds to promote development and other economic development activities.  This will 

be a very important meeting because the County has determined that the City of Coatesville & fifteen 

other Boroughs have been designated as “recovery zones”…. (means an area having significant 

poverty, unemployment, home foreclosures or general distress).  As such, The Commissioners have 

authorized the Economic Development Council to administer new bonds available under the Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

  
 



  City Council Meeting 

  February 8, 2010  

Page 5 of 6 

 

Citizens’ Hearings – Non-Agenda Items 

James Pitcherella 

Mr. Pitcherella voiced his concerns on the shortage of salt.  Mr. Pitcherella congratulated Council on doing a 

good job.   

 

Khadijah Aiamin 

Ms. Aiaman questioned snow removal on sidewalks and what residents should do if they shovel the sidewalk 

and Penn Dot puts the snow right back on the sidewalk.  Mr. Wilkinson stated he would contact Penn Dot 

about their travel speed and plowing curb to curb.  Mr. Molina asked residents to call the Codes Department 

and leave a message so he could inform his officers and avoid the situation of ticketing.   

 

Stephanie Smith Dowridge 

Mrs. Smith-Dowridge read a prepared statement.  Mrs. Smith Dowridge asked for the letter to be attached to 

the minutes.   

 

Mildred Glasco Brown 

Ms. Glasco Brown voiced her concerns regarding the snow emergency procedures and snow removal.   

 

Dale Scott 

Ms. Scott inquired on the status of the animal control officer.  Ms. Scott asked if the Codes Department is 

allowed to cite someone twice.   

 

Matt Baker 

Mr. Baker questioned the development at Raymar Hall.  Mr. Baker congratulated Council on a good move 

this evening.   

 

John Pawlowski 

Mr. Pawlowski explained why Career Link is moving out of the City.   

 

Patsy Ray 

Ms. Ray inquired about the grant for the demolition on Fleetwood Street.  Ms. Ray inquired about the escrow 

money received for the home owners affected by the fires.   

 

James Lentz 

Mr. Lentz questioned the Vacant Properties Ordinance.  The Ordinance will make the firefighters lives safer.  

Mr. Lentz suggested the Fire Department and Codes Department work together to get a proactive system.   

 

Mr. Hamrick made the motion to close citizens hearing on non-agenda items; Mr. Marking seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Council Comments 

Mr. Brazzle thanked everyone for attending this evening.  Mr. Brazzle asked residents to let Council know if 

they are doing anything incorrectly.   

 

Mr. Marking asked if the Police Department tickets during the snow emergencies Chief Canale replied yes.  

Mr. Marking thanked everyone for attending the meeting.   

 

Mrs. Jones thanked everyone for coming out this evening and wished everyone a good night.   
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Mr. Hamrick thanked everyone for coming out and supporting Council.   Mr. Hamrick provided Council 

with an overview of a meeting he attended at the Coatesville Library.  Mr. Hamrick inquired on the status of 

the Fire Advisory Board.     

 

Mrs. Jorgenson thanked Mr. Wilkinson for the snow removal.  Mrs. Jorgenson thanked everyone for coming 

out his evening.   

 

Mr. Simpson asked Mr. Wilkinson about the Snow Emergency Process.  Mr. Wilkinson explained the 

process of Snow Emergencies within City limits.  Mr. Wilkinson asked for citizen’s help in keeping the 

streets cleared.   Mr. Simpson thanked everyone for attending this evening.   

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Marking made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 pm.; Mr. Hamrick seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 6-0.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Kirby Hudson 

Interim City Manager 


